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Exhausting the “Soil” of Mercy 
 

“Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall cultivate 
the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear 
fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.” 

Luke 13:8–9 
 

Every gardener knows that good fruit is dependent upon 
the presence of good soil. But other factors are also 
important in the production of good fruit. The plant 
must be free of disease, receive water and sun, be 
properly pruned, and have enough space to grow.  
 

So it is with our lives. The soil in which we are to be 
planted is the mercy of God. This is the richest soil for 
the production of virtue in our lives. God also produces 
the sun, rain, and warmth that is needed for our 
growth. But we must allow ourselves to be pruned. We 
must allow the soil to be fertilized and cultivated in a 
variety of ways. Though Jesus is the Gardener of our 
lives, we must cooperate with our Lord, relying upon 
the supernatural resources of the Creator to ensure the 
healthy growth of our spiritual lives, so the good fruit of 
virtue may be born. 
 

Just prior to this passage, the owner of the vineyard, 
God the Father, ordered that the barren fig tree be cut 
down so it would no longer exhaust the soil. But our 
merciful Lord, sent from the Father to till the soil of our 
lives, seeks to offer one more chance. This life is that 
“year” by which our Lord works to cultivate the soil 
around us. We must cooperate through daily prayer, 
fidelity to His commands, acts of loving sacrifice and 
surrender to His providence. In the end, if we allow our 
Lord to do all He desires, our lives will bear good fruit. 
 

On the flip side, if our lives do not bear good fruit, we 
will be “cut down.” Bearing good fruit is not an option, 
it’s a must. It will become the measure of our eternal 
reward or eternal death. 
 

Reflect, today, upon the outward signs of your inward 
spiritual health. Do you see the virtues sprouting forth 
from your life? Are you aware of the work God desires 
to do in your soul? Say “Yes” to Him this day and allow 
that grace to produce an abundance of good fruit. 
 

My Lord, I invite You into my soul to cultivate it and 
fertilize it with Your grace. Prune my sins and help me 
to sink my roots deeply into the nourishment of Your 
mercy. I am sorry for the ways that I have failed to bear 
fruit in my life. I now entrust myself to You so that Your 
care will remedy all my ills and weaknesses. Jesus, I 
trust in You. 
 
(https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/lent-and-easter-reflections/4-third-week-of-lent/#Sun-C) 

3rd
 
Sunday of Lent, Year C 

20th March 2022 
A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

 

3rd Sunday of Lent 
20 March 2022 
 

First Reading:  
Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

Second Reading:   
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Glory to you, Word of God, 
Lord Jesus Christ! 
Repent, says the Lord; 
The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Glory to you, Word of God, 
Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Gospel:  
Luke 13:1-9 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
The sparrow finds a home, and the 
swallow a nest for her young: by your 
altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and 
my God. Blessed are they who dwell in 
your house, for ever singing your 
praise. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2013.8%E2%80%939


Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for everyone at home and around the world who have 
been affected by the Coronavirus Pandemic; those who are sick, 
for their healing; those who are in isolation and those FRONT-
LINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first  responders, 

volunteers and non-health workers) for their protection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, that they 
would listen to the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they make.  

 

We pray for the special intentions: 
Corinne Carrington, Wendy Stephens, Lillian Pauley, Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw,  
Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Julian Letter, 
Bonita Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, Lorelie Donkin, Jose Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, India Heslop, 
Victor Cruz, Comple Family, Theresa Macaulay, Halina Van Moorsel, June Higgins, John Touzell,  
Allysa and Leonie Dorothy Hard, Vicky Southworth, Robert Main, Craig Holmes, Luba Greay, 
Neil Banks, Garry Higgins, Jerry Lambie, Brian Lloyd, Lucille Villalobos. 
 

Anniversary of Death: Grant Clark, Rick Purdon, Fr Joseph Tran, Peter Tran 
 

Recent Death:  Giuseppe Manera 
 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included, or you would like to update your information in our 
prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

ROSARY STATUES:             Pilgrim Statue                                            Filipino Statue     
                                           

 

PARISH OFFICE Opening Hours 
Our Parish Office is open Tuesday to Friday from 9.00am until 12.30pm. 

 During all other times, please do not hesitate to contact us either via phone or email.  

                          

Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE  
Your donation can make a big difference. 
It helps a lot in continuing the mission of the 
Church here in Albany and in surrounding 
areas. 
 

OPTION 1: Planned Giving Pledge Forms  
are  available from the parish office. 
 

OPTION 2:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
      Reference: Your Name-Planned Giving 

Last Weekend’s Collections 
 

The parable in today’s Gospel clearly warns that 
we, like the fig tree, will be judged by our fruit. 
While God mercifully provides us with time and 
opportunity, let us give witness to our faith with 

deeds of kindness and generosity!  
 

                                                                                                  1st Collection:                  $937.00 

    2nd Collection:          $1155.00 

   Direct Debit / EFT:           $122.00 
 

Please be advised that there are 2 collections  
at all 4 Sunday Masses every weekend. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity.  

INFORMATION FOR NEXT WEEKEND  -  27 MARCH 2022 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 

Second Reading:  2 Corinthians  5:17-21 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I will rise and go to my Father and tell him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Rosters 
 

Saturday 6.00pm Mass: Holy Family Church 
 

Deacon / Acolyte: Peter Nagon 
 

Readers: Steph Gorman, Helen Polette 
 

Sunday 7.30am Mass: Holy Family Church 
 

Deacon / Acolyte: Stan Bemben 
 

Readers: Filipina Tracey, Denise Beech 
 

Sunday 9.30am Mass: Holy Family Church 
 

Deacon/ Acolyte: Manuel Navalta 
 

Readers: Anne Smith, Mike Trafalski 
 

Sunday 5.00pm Mass: Holy Family Church 
 

Deacon / Acolyte: Ron Webb 
 

Readers: William Pauley 
 

Maureen & Charlie Gilbert Leonida & Steve Mclean 



Holy Week Choir 2022 
Angela Gorman will once again coordinate the 
combined choir for Holy Week 2022 for our 
Parish. 
Choir members and any parishioners who 
would like to join this choir are invited to note 
the following rehearsals: 
 

 

Rehearsal 2: THIS Sunday, 20th March 11.00am 
(after 9.30am Mass at Holy Family Church) 
 

Rehearsal 3: Saturday, 26th March 4.30pm 
(before 6pm Mass at Holy Family Church) 
 

Rehearsal 4: Wednesday, 30th March 7.30pm 
(42 Vancouver St, Albany) 
 

Rehearsal 5: Saturday, 2nd April 7.00pm 
(after 6pm Mass at Holy Family Church) 

 

Please register your interest to Angela on 
0407389751 or at angelabendotti@hotmail.com 
so we can purchase the necessary music. 
 

New members are always welcome! 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Every Friday during Lent, we reflect on the 
Stations of the Cross in St Joseph’s Church at 
6.00pm. 
 

Everyone is invited to join! 

Change of Venues to the 
Weekend Masses 
Church capacity has now been reduced due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

To maximize the amount of people who can attend, 
ALL Vigil & Sunday Masses will now be in 
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH. 
 

If you would find it difficult to travel to 
Holy Family Church for Mass, please contact the 
Parish Office - we will do our best to serve you. 

 

Weekday Masses will continue in 
St Joseph’s Church. 

Sacramental Commitment Masses 
Please be advised that the Sacramental 
Commitment Masses are this weekend. 
 

These Masses are especially important 
for all children who will be receiving 
their sacrament this year and their 
parents. 

Catechesis on the Eucharist 
The third part of the Catechesis on the 
Eucharist (Lenten series) by Bishop 
Gerard Holohan, is available in 
the foyer of each of our churches. 
 

Please take a copy and take it 
home with you to read. 
 

It contains catechetical explanation of the 
different parts of the Mass and their 
importance for our spiritual growth. 

Legion of Mary ACIES 
The Legion of Mary annual ACIES will be 
celebrated this Sunday, 20th March at 2.00pm in 
Holy Family Church. 
 

Please note the venue has changed this year. 
A warm invitation is extend to all parishioners to 
attend this special hour of prayer, Rosary, Act of 
Consecration and Benediction. 
 

At the conclusion of the ceremony afternoon tea 
will be served in the under cover area at 
Holy Family Church. 

 
Rosary/ Benediction will be cancelled on 

the 20th March due to the ACIES.  
 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Oblates of St Joseph– Appeal 
 

A retiring collection will be held next 
weekend on March, 26th and 27th. 
 

All donations will go to the 
Oblates of St Joseph, who have 
been serving our Parish diligently 
for many years, to support their mission 
and Seminary formation. 

Youth Online 
"Positivity, Peace, Pandemic" 
Join us for Youth Online!  
 

On the 29th of March 2022. Youth Online 
happens on 4th Tuesday of every month, 
7.30pm - 8.45pm via Zoom! 
 

Open to all young people and young adults. 
 

Meeting Link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86121140825 
 

Meeting ID: 861 2114 0825 
 

Registration is Appreciated: 
 

Under 18s: 
https://forms.gle/zfMu4Rg3oEh9AAV97 
 

Over 18s: 
https://forms.gle/93U9hwomjTjLeFX59 

Liturgy Meeting 
A reminder to all Liturgy Committee 
members that the next meeting is coming 
up on Friday, 25th March at 4.00pm, in 
New Camfield. 



COVID-19  REGULATIONS   
 

COVID-19 WA Government Regulations stipulate we 
must still maintain a Mandatory Contact Register. 
There are 2 options available to register your contact 
details each time you attend church.  

 

Option 1: Write your name and phone number on the     
Contact Register in the foyer of the church. 
 

Option 2: Download the ServiceWA app on your phone 
and scan the QR code which is on the posters displayed. 

 

Regulations also recommend maintaining good hygiene 
standards and COVID-safe principles. Therefore I ask  
everyone to please register and sanitise your hands  
thoroughly. 
 

Mask Mandate and Reception of the Host 
 

Everyone is now required by law to wear a mask at all 
public indoor settings. This includes the church. 
Communion may only be received in the hand now 
until further notice. 

 

Thank you for your kind understanding! 
 

          -Fr Chris, OSJ 

PARISH TIMETABLE  

 

DAILY MASSES  
 

In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and  
Saturday: 9:00am Mass 
 

Friday: 12:00noon Mass 
First Friday of the month: Healing Mass 
 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 

Mon, Wed and Thurs: 8:30am LAUDS (Morning Prayer)  
 

Tuesday: 8:30am ROSARY 
 

Friday: 10:00am  Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament;  
                              Divine Mercy Chaplet before the Mass 
 

Saturday: 9:45am SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

First Thursday of the month: 6:00pm Holy Hour  
 

Benediction on third Sunday CANCELLED this month. 
 

St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer and  
devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Holy Family Church  

 
 

Saturday   6:00pm 
 

Sunday      7:30am 
 

Sunday     9:30am 

 

Sunday     5:00pm 

STATION MASSES  

 

 

Gnowangerup 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Bremer Bay 
3rd Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Ongerup 
2nd Sunday: 11:30am  

Holy Family Parish is committed to 
the fundamental belief that all 
children, young people 
and vulnerable individuals 
have the right to feel 
safe at all times. 
 

Safeguarding Officers: 
 

Ilonka Du Toit 
0437 015 291 
albanyparishsgo1@gmail.com 
 

Steph Gorman 
0439 695 668 
albanyparishsgo2@gmail.com 

Feast Day of St Joseph 
19th March  

“Like Saint Joseph, once we have heard 
God’s voice, we must rise from our 
slumber; we must get up and act.” 

Pope Francis 
 

On this feast we ask Joseph to teach us 
to listen, to stop talking and start listening 
so we may hear the knock of those 
‘seeking room at the inn’ and respond 
with compassion as he did. 
 

I have been pondering what it must have 
been like for Joseph as he listened to the 
words of Simeon when he took Mary 
and the child Jesus to the temple. This 
child would be a light to the Gentiles 
and would bring glory to God’s people 
Israel. What joy and amazement must 
have stirred in Joseph’s heart? Simeon 
then follows with the words to Mary 
‘and a sword will pierce your 
heart’ (Luke 2:29-35). Imagine the pain 
Joseph must have felt with these words. 
Joseph teaches us in this gospel story 
how to be present in the joys and sorrows 
of life. 
 

He also guides us in knowing how to 
sustain hope and to rejoice in the gifts of 
each day just as he delighted in seeing 
Jesus grow in wisdom and strength even 
amidst the challenges. 
 

On this feast of Joseph let us ask for the 
blessing of strength to be still and listen 
amidst the many trials and tribulations 
that confront us, and the courage to say 
yes to the  presence of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives. 
 
Sr Monica Cavanagh sosj.org.au/feast-saint-joseph-2020 


