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He bowed his head in humility as an example, 
not because he suffered imperfections 
 

Who would not want a doctor who, before he cuts, lifts 
his shirt a little, shows his own scar, and says to the 
patient, “I had the same. It’s going to be alright”? 
What soldier would not be just a little braver, stand a 
little taller, seeing medals for valour on his command-
er’s uniform? We want our heroes, our leaders, and 
our guides to lead through personal example. To have 
been there. To have done that. And we want our     
Saviour to do the same. To empathize. To participate. 
To identify. To accompany. Actions resonate more 
than words.   
 

Our sinless God “became” sin, in the words of St. Paul. 
Jesus identifies with sin but never sinned. Jesus      
carries sin but is not a sinner. Why? Because to         
become sin is to become man. In order for God to    
enter into human reality, He had to identify with all 
that sin entails. God wanted to stand with us shoulder 
to shoulder. He did not fake becoming man. He really 
became man. And if God came to forgive sins and   
sinners, and to shed His blood for them on the cross, 
He had to bear the burden they bore yet retain His 
perfection. 
 

This is why our sinless God was baptised on today’s 
feast. God lays to the side His perfection and dignity 
and bows His head in the dirty waters of a river. He 
lined up with sinners to receive in humility what He 
did not need. To attend a school whose subjects He 
had mastered. Our God knew the value of empathy. 
He knew the power of example. And He knew that His 
ministry to mankind had to start not on a golden 
throne but in the mud with other men just trying to 
start again and again and again. 
 

The fullness of the Holy Trinity, first revealed more 
subtly at the Annunciation, is present and spoken for 
at the Lord’s baptism. The Holy Spirit, in the form of a 
dove, hovers. The voice of God the Father intones     
favour toward His Son. And the Son enters into the  
essential Christian pact with man—I will become like 
you so that you can become like me. Sins will be taken 
away through water and blood. I will suffer for your 
benefit. This is the promise. And the Church’s priests 
will carry on the baptising and forgiving and            
consecrating until the sun sets for the last time. God 
comes to us in many ways, but most intensely through 
the Sacraments.  Jesus’ actions prove this. 
 

Source: https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/baptism-of-the-lord-feast/ 

BAPTISM of the LORD 
Sunday 09 January 2022 

A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

 

BAPTISM of the LORD 
 

First Reading 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 
 

Second Reading:   
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
John said: He who is to come is 
mightier than I; he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit with fire. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  
Luke 3:15-16,21-22 
 

Communion Antiphon:  
Behold the One of whom John 
said: I have seen and testified that 
this is the Son of God. 



Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for everyone at home and around the world who have 
been affected by the Coronavirus Pandemic; those who are sick, 
for their healing; those who are in isolation and those FRONT-
LINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first  responders, 

volunteers and non-health workers) for their protection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, that they 
would listen to the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they make.  

 

We pray for the special intentions: 
Corinne Carrington, Wendy Stephens, Lillian Pauley, Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw,  
Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Maurice Byrne, 
Julian Letter, Bonita Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, Lorelie Donkin, Jose Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, 
India Heslop, Victor Cruz, Comple Family, Theresa Macaulay, Halina Van Moorsel, June Higgins,  
Allysa and Leonie Dorothy Hard, John Touzell, Vicky Southworth, Robert Main, Perla Bautista, 
Craig Holmes, Luba Greay, Neil Banks, Garry Higgins, Jerry Lambie, Phil Lloyd, Brian Lloyd, Lucille 
Villalobos  
 

 

Anniversary of Death: Mattha Hoang, Anthony Nguyen, Philip Russell 
Recent Death: Shiela Rogers, Nathaniel Probert, Lucy Mah and Maurice Byrne 

 
 

 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included, or you would like to update your information in our 
prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

ROSARY STATUES:             Pilgrim Statue                                            Filipino Statue     
                                           Hans & Agnes Fleck                                in Holy Family Church 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Our Parish Office is still close until 11 January 2022. However, if you need to talk to a 

priest, please do not hesitate to contact us either via phone or email.            

Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE  
Your donation can make a big difference.  
 

OPTION 1: Planned Giving Pledge Forms  
are  available from the parish office. 
 

OPTION 2:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
      Reference: Your Name-Planned Giving 

Last Weekend’s Collections 
 

The baptism of the Lord in today’s Gospel showed 
to us the generosity of God in giving himself up to 

be baptised and lived among us. 
How generous can I be in my response to the great 

sacrifice of Jesus that He did to me? 
 

  1st Collection: $1285.00  
  2nd Collection: $1180.00  
  Direct Debit / EFT: $407.11  
 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity.  

INFORMATION FOR NEXT WEEKEND  -  16 JANUARY 2022 

 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Proclaim His marvellous deeds to all the nations. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God has called us with the gospel to share in 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: John 2:1-11 

Rosters  

 

Saturday 6pm Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Ron Webb 
Readers: Erica Mielens and Cris Palfrey 
 

Sunday 7.30am Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Mike Matusiak 
Readers: Peter Jeffs and Julie Jeffs 
 

Sunday 9.30am Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon/ Acolyte: Manuel Navalta 
Readers: Helen Lecky and Marinela Vanni 
 

Sunday 5.00pm Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: John Kelly 
Readers: Georgia and Joanne/ Juan Clark  
 



For those who will be travelling this 
weekend wherever you go, whether 
it’s for business or pleasure, always be 
safe and enjoy. 
For those who will coming back from 
holiday, welcome back to Albany. 
Hope you had a restful week! 

SCAM EMAIL ALERT 
 

Please be aware that a scam email has been sent 
from a sender claiming to be Fr Chris. Please   
ignore and delete any messages should you      
receive any of these requesting for a financial 
support, and please inform the Parish Office. 

A Letter from Bishop Gerard 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Pope Francis has announced that there is to be a 
Synod in Rome in 2023 about ‘synodality’. In 
preparation for this, there is to be synodal  
dialogue at all levels of the Church between 
now until then. The first step in the consultation 
is the opportunity for individuals and groups to 
pray and respond to questions from Rome.             
Responses need to be submitted by  
22 February. This is not an ideal date for the 
southern hemisphere but is an extension of an 
earlier date. Parishes have the consultation  
materials for individuals and groups and these 
can be sought from there. More information on 
this synod will be given in 2022. 
 

I encourage all to participate in the world wide 
consultation which will impact upon future  
decision making in the Church across the world. 

 

In conclusion, the first fruits of our own Synod 
will be implemented next year. 
 

 - Bishop Gerard Holohan 

Diocesan Summer School 2022  
This will explore the challenges we face as 
Christians living in the world of today, and 
our role in shaping a better world for the     
future. The call of Pope Francis for a Synodal 
Church is integral to the realization of such a 
world to be presented by Dr Michael     
Jackson and Fr Tony Chiera.  
 

You are invited to join with other Christians 
in the Diocese of Bunbury for a time of input, 
reflection and sharing as we engage with 
Pope Francis’ call to the Church of the 3rd 
millennium. 
 

Date: WEDNESDAY, 19 January 2022 
Time: 5.30pm – 8.30pm 
Place: New Camfield( 154 Aberdeen Street, Albany) 

To register, please call: 9841 1129 

 

Please bring along a plate of food to share for 
a light supper in Albany. See you all there! 

Diocesan Summer Camp 2022  
10th Year Anniversary with a theme  
“Heart, Mind, Soul”. Please join us on  
13-16 January 2022 at Catholic youth Camp 
Busselton, ages 13-18 years old.  
If interested, please call the parish office or you 
may register on the link below: 
https://catholicdioceseofbunbury.brushfire.com/
events/521470  

 
 
 
 

 

Everyone is invited  
to the  

Santo Niňo  
Novena Masses  
and Feast Day! 

 
 

TIMETABLE 
 7-8 January (Fri-Sat)  
      5.00pm Novena & 6pm Mass 
           

 9 January (Sun)  
          8.45am Novena & 9.30am Mass                                                        
 

 10-14 January (Mon-Fri)  
      5.00pm Novena & 6pm Mass 
 15 January (Sat) 
      10am Novena only,  
                    followed by Morning Tea 
                                       

**All of the Novena and Masses will be 
happening in Holy Family Church.  
Regular Daily and Weekend Masses will 
still take place. Please check the bulletin or 
the Parish Website for more information. 

 

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION  
Sunday, 16 January 2022. 
9.00am - Assembly at St. Joseph’s     
College Gym for the 9:15am Procession 
 

9.30am - MASS at HOLY FAMILY  
                              CHURCH 
 

Following Mass, LUNCH will be enjoyed at               
St Joseph’s College Gym. Please bring a plate 
to share. Thank you. 
 

https://catholicdioceseofbunbury.brushfire.com/events/521470?fbclid=IwAR3tR9HBqg3x72gv9GcJwab19RU7v7KJ6pPpZXALUm0XQbHFZvcJHOaOoEU
https://catholicdioceseofbunbury.brushfire.com/events/521470?fbclid=IwAR3tR9HBqg3x72gv9GcJwab19RU7v7KJ6pPpZXALUm0XQbHFZvcJHOaOoEU


COVID-19  REGULATIONS   
 

COVID-19 Phase 5 WA Government Regulations stipu-
late we must still maintain a Mandatory Contact Regis-
ter. There are 2 options available to register your contact 
details each time you attend church.  

 

Option 1: Write your name and phone number on the     
Contact Register in the foyer of the church. 
 

Option 2: Download the SafeWA app on your phone and 
scan the QR code which is on the posters displayed. 

 

Regulations also recommend maintaining good hygiene 
standards and COVID-safe principles. Therefore I ask  
everyone to please still sanitise your hands thoroughly.  
 

 

Thank you for your kind understanding!     
 
 

          -Fr Chris, OSJ 

PARISH TIMETABLE  

 

DAILY MASSES  
 

In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and  
Saturday: 9:00am Mass 
 

Friday: 12:00noon Mass 
First Friday of the month: Healing Mass 
 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 

Mon, Wed and Thurs: 8:30am LAUDS (Morning Prayer)  
 

Tuesday: 8:30am ROSARY 
 

Friday: 10:00am  Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament;  
                              Divine Chaplet before the Mass 
 

Saturday: 9:45am SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

First Thursday of the month: 6:00pm Holy Hour  
 

Third Sunday of the month: 3:00pm Benediction & Rosary  
 

St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer and  
devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 

 

 WEEKEND MASSES 

 
Holy Family Church  

 
 

Saturday   6:00pm         

Sunday     9:30am 

 

St Joseph’s Church  

 

 

Sunday      7:30am  

Sunday     5:00pm  

STATION MASSES  

 

 

Gnowangerup 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Bremer Bay 
3rd Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Ongerup 
2nd Sunday: 11:30am  

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE  
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

The Trinity Is Displayed 
Christ’s baptism remarkably shows all 
three Persons of the Trinity at the same 
time: the Son being baptized, the Holy 
Spirit descending, and the Father   
speaking from the heavens. In this event, 
the Father and the Holy Spirit confirm 
the deity of Christ, and Jesus submits to 
his   Father’s will.  
 

The Gospel of Mark describes the event: 
“It happened in those days that    
Jesus came from Nazareth of      
Galilee and was baptized in the   
Jordan by John. On coming up out 
of the water he saw the heavens   
being torn open and the Spirit, like 
a dove, descending upon him. And a 
voice came from the heavens, “You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” (Mark 1:9-11) 

 
Why Is Jesus Baptized? 
When Jesus comes to John, John hesi-
tates to baptize him. John’s is a baptism 
of repentance, and Jesus has nothing for 
which he needs to repent. Why then does 
Jesus insist on being baptized? By 
choosing to be baptized, Jesus fulfils all 
righteousness – preparing himself to be a 
perfect sacrifice for us. 
 

The account in Matthew demonstrates this: 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to 
John at the Jordan to be baptized by 
him. John tried to prevent him,    
saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and yet you are coming to me?” 
Jesus said to him in reply, “Allow it 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to  
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
allowed him. (Matthew 3:13-15)  
 

What Does Baptism Mean for Us? 
As we reflect on Christ’s baptism, we are 
reminded of our own baptism. Pope 
Benedict XVI said on the Feast of the 
Baptism of Our Lord: 

[Baptism] is communion with the 
One who conquered death and holds 
in his hand the keys of life.            
Belonging to this circle, to God’s 
family, means being in communion 
with Christ, who is life and gives 
eternal love beyond death. 

Thanks be to God, who has redeemed 
us from our sins and given us eternal 
life through Jesus Christ. 
 
Source: https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/the-significance-of
-the-baptism-of-the-lord/ 


