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God is with us… in a family! 

 

He went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to 

them; and his mother kept all these 
things in her heart. And Jesus advanced 

in wisdom and age and favour before 
God and man. Luke 2:51–52 

 
On this, we honour the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. In honouring 
them, we also honour all 
families, big or small. And in honouring 
all families, we honour the family of 
God, the Church. But most especially, 
we focus in on the hidden, day-to-day 
life of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 
 

What was it like to live day in and day 
out in the household of St. Joseph? 
Their home would have certainly been a      
sacred place and a dwelling of true 
peace and unity. But it would have also 
been so much more. 
 

The family home of Jesus, Mary and  
Joseph would have been, in numerous 
ways, just like any other home. They 

CHRISTMAS DAY/ FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
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A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

would have related together, worked, had fun, 
dealt with problems, and encountered everything 
else that makes up daily family life. 
 

Of course, the virtues of Jesus and Mary were  
perfect, and St. Joseph was a truly “just 
man.”  Therefore, the overriding characteristic of 
their home would have been love. But with that 
said, their family would not have been exempt 
from daily toil, hurt and challenges that face most 
families.  For example, they would have           
encountered the death of loved ones, St. Joseph 
most likely passed away prior to Jesus’ public 
ministry. Our Blessed Mother was found with 
child out of wedlock. This would have been a 
topic of discussion among many acquaintances 
for sure. They would have had to fulfil all daily 
chores, earn a living, put food on the table, attend 
gatherings of family and friends and the like. 
They would have lived normal family life in   
every way. 
 

This is significant because it reveals God’s love 
for family life. The Father allowed His Divine 
Son to live this life and, as a result, elevated  
family life to a place within the Trinity. The     
holiness of the Holy Family reveals to us that 
every family is invited to share in God’s divine 
life and to encounter ordinary daily life with 
grace and virtue. 
 

Reflect, today, upon your own family life. Some 
families are strong in virtue, some struggle with 
basic communication. Some are faithful day in 
and day out, some are broken and deeply    
wounded. No matter the case, know that God 
wants to enter more deeply into your family life 
just as it is right now. Surrender yourself and 
your family, this day, and invite the Triune God 
to make your family a holy family. 
 

Lord, I offer myself to You this day and in doing so 
I offer You my family. I offer every relationship, 
and every challenge we face. Please come and  
sanctify my family, making it holy in imitation of 
your family in Nazareth. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

Source: https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/advent-and-
christmas-reflections/christmas-octave/ 

and a blessed and safe New Year! 



Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for the people of the Philippines especially those who 
had been badly affected recently due to super typhoon. 
Also, we remember those children who tragically died in     
Hillcrest Primary School. We especially remember in our   

prayers their parents, families and friends and the whole community on this very difficult time. 
   

We pray for the special intentions: 
Corinne Carrington, Wendy Stephens, Lillian Pauley, Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw,  
Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie` Bertola, Maurice Byrne, 
Julian Letter, Bonita Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, Lorelie Donkin, Jose Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, 
India Heslop, Victor Cruz, Comple Family, Theresa Macaulay, Halina Van Moorsel, June Higgins,  
Allysa and Leonie Dorothy Hard, John Touzell, Vicky Southworth, Robert Main, Perla Bautista, 
Craig Holmes, Luba Greay, Neil Banks, Garry Higgins, Jerry Lambie, Phil Lloyd, Brian Lloyd 
 

Anniversary of Death: Peter Nguyen, Mattha Hoang, Anthony Nguyen, Virginia Cubitt, Philip Russell, 
Bruno Colangelo 

 

Recent Death: Reverend Deacon Emie Carey, Mary Baruffi 
 
 

 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included, or you would like to update your information in our 
prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

ROSARY STATUES:             Pilgrim Statue                                            Filipino Statue     
                                  Remie & Adrian Hetherington                                  Jun & Luisa 

 

PARISH OFFICE Opening Hours 
Our Parish Office is temporarily closed until Tuesday, 11th January 2022. 

 In cases of emergency, please do not hesitate to contact us either via phone or email.  

                          

Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE  
Your donation can make a big difference.  
 

OPTION 1: Planned Giving Pledge Forms  
are  available from the parish office. 
 

OPTION 2:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
      Reference: Your Name-Planned Giving 

Last Weekend’s Collections  
Good stewards believe that God, who has begun 
this good work in them, will carry it through to 
completion. In words and deeds, they can sing 
with the psalmist, “The Lord has done great 
things for us; we are filled with joy!”  

1st Collection: $1322.00 
2nd Collection: $1235.00  
Direct Debit / EFT: $224.11 

Thank you for your continued generosity  

INFORMATION FOR NEXT WEEKEND  -  2 JANUARY 2022 

 

Epiphany of the Lord 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; 
And have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

Rosters  

 

Saturday 6pm Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Manuel Navalta 
Readers: Chris Palfrey and Basil Worner 
 

Sunday 7.30am Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Stan Bemben 
Readers: Rachael Keenan and Sam Trichilo 
 

Sunday 9.30am Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon/ Acolyte: Peter Nagon 
Readers: Net Garcia and Fe Navalta 
 

Sunday 5.00pm Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Ron Webb 
Readers: Julie Sutcliffe and Sarah Miller 
 



CHRISTMAS DAY 

Saturday, 25 December 2021 
 

7.30am, 9.30am and 5.00pm 
 

First Reading: 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
All the ends of the earth have  
seen the saving power of God. 
 

Second Reading: 
Hebrews 1:1-6  
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia! Alleluia!   
A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, 
you nations and adore the Lord. Today 
a great light has come upon  the earth.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  
John 1:1-18 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
All the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. 

FEAST OF HOLY FAMILY  
Sunday, 26 December 2021 

 

7.30am, 9.30am and 5.00pm 
 

First Reading:   
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
How happy are they  
who dwell in your house, O Lord. 
 

Second Reading:   
1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  
Luke 2:41-52 
 

Communion Antiphon:  
Our God has appeared on the earth, 
and lived among us. 

 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS 
Friday, 24th December, 6.00pm 

 

First Reading:   
Isaiah 62:1-5 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
For ever I will sing the goodness of the 
Lord. 
 

Second Reading:   
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth 
will be destroyed: the Saviour of the 
world will be our king. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  
Matthew 1:1-25 

 

Communion Antiphon:  
The glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
and all flesh will see the salvation of our 
God. 

 

MIDNIGHT MASS 
Friday, 24th December, 10.00pm 

 

First Reading:   
Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
Today is born our Saviour,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

Second Reading:   
Titus 2:11-14 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the 
world: today is born our Saviour, 
Christ the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  
Luke 2:1-14 
 

Communion Antiphon:  
The Word became flesh,  
and we have seen His glory. 



CHRISTMAS OFFERING  
ENVELOPES  
Traditionally the Christmas offering (First 
Collection) is a personal gift, an             
expression of goodwill and appreciation 
of our priests, and forms a significant part 
of their personal annual income. Sincere 
gratitude for your faithful  and generous 
support of our Priests. 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE… 
 

Christmas is a passing day, and seldom are   
Christmas gifts long lasting. But  today we receive 
the Gift of Love. As the coming of a child into a 
family is a beginning with the  promise of growth, 
so the real Christmas is receiving Christ on a     
permanent basis, first as the Ambassador of the  
Father and secondly as a Brother who cares. Christ 
comes as a child to demonstrate His greatest love 
for us that he will not hide behind his divinity in a 
kind of diplomatic immunity from human difficul-
ties, worries and struggles. He lived among us,   
experiencing also the hunger, thirst and pain of life. 
Then he returned back and showed us the way on 
how to face our journey, our life with love.   
 

I think this is the perfect sense of Christmas. It’s so 
magical that it brings so much joy into everyone’s 
heart amidst problems and challenges that we face 
everyday  in our lives.   
 

As a parish community, we have travelled a lot this 
year. We have done so many things that brought so 
much spirit of fulfillment, enjoyment, camaraderie, 
unity and family. I’ve realized that there are so 
many things to be grateful and be proud of about 
our parish community. Although it’s not perfect, 
but there is this great effort that we try as much as 
we can to reach out to one another and make each 
one feel that they belong to our family. And this is 
the gift that we receive from above and hopefully 
we continue to bring this grace of Christmas to 
each  other.       
 

Furthermore, I would like to take this opportunity 
to personally thank all our members of PPC and 
PFC, volunteers and benefactors who made lots of 
contributions to our parish community. Your     
generosity in sharing your time, talents, treasures 
and skills made a big impact in the journey of our 
faith. On behalf of Fr Joeffrey Arceta, OSJ,       
Rev. Ron and Rev. Manuel together with their             
respective  spouses, I would like to say thank you 
so much from the bottom of my heart. 
 

Rest assured of my prayers for you and for your  
family. Also, please pray for us, your priests, as we 
also need your guidance and support.  
 
I wish you a happy and holy Christmas and a 
blessed New Year. God bless to one and all! 
 
 
Fr  Christian Saminal, OSJ 
Parish Priest  
 

Diocesan Summer School 2022  
This will explore the challenges we face as 
Christians living in the world of today, and 
our role in shaping a better world for the 
future. The call of Pope Francis for a   
Synodal Church is integral to the            
realization of such a world, to be presented 
to us by Dr Michael Jackson and           
Fr Tony Chiera to a time of input and   
reflection on WEDNESDAY, 19 January 
2022 from 5.30pm – 8.30pm at New 
Camfield (154 Aberdeen Street, Albany).              
To register, please call: 9841 1129. 

 

Please bring along a plate of food to share 
for a light supper in Albany. See you all 
there! 

Diocesan Summer Camp 2022  
10th Year Anniversary with a theme 
“Heart, Mind, Soul”. Please join us on 
13-16 January 2022 at Catholic youth 
Camp Busselton, ages 13-18 years old.  
If interested, please call the parish office. 

A Huge Thank You!! 
A huge thank you to those who worked 
and participated during our Busy Bees in 
cleaning up both churches. Well done!  
 

Great thanks to our youth and the couple 
of other people who put up Christmas dec-
orations in our churches. Looks awesome! 
 

To those who participated, donated and 
helped during the Parish Christmas Picnic 
and Volunteers’ Day, it was great to see 
you all there. It was amazing! 
 

Well done to those who organised and 
joined the ‘Evening of Worship’ with   
Angela, Slyvia and Kirly. It was fabulous! 
 

To St Vincent De Paul volunteers and bene-
factors, what an amazing job of giving away 
130+ Christmas hampers and gifts. 
 

Three cheers to all of you!  -Fr Chris, OSJ 


