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Purification by the Fire of God 
 
 

John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you 
with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not 
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Luke 3:16–17 
 

Again, this Sunday, we are given the glorious witness 
of St. John the Baptist. In this sermon of John, he says 
that Jesus will come and baptize “with the Holy Spirit 
and fire.” The image of being baptized “with fire” is 
good to reflect upon. It especially reveals to us the 
deep purification Jesus desires for our souls. 
 

Purification of our soul hurts, but it hurts in a sweet 
sort of way. Turning from sin and growing closer to 
God requires great sacrifice and surrender. It requires 
that we allow God to do powerful things within us, and 
the most powerful thing God wants to do is purify us. 
 

Our Catholic faith reveals to us the reality of Purgatory 
after we die. Purgatory is said to be a place of much 
spiritual pain, but again, in a sweet sort of way. It’s 
painful in the sense that we are stripped of all that we 
hold on to that God wants us to let go of. It’s painful in 
the sense that we endure a complete transformation of 
who we are and what we love. We learn to love God 
and God alone. And in the embrace of our love of God, 
we come to love all people. 
 

It’s also sweet because, as we are purified, we grow 
closer to God and grow in holiness. This lifts the 
burden of sin and frees us to love as we ought.   
 

Our purification ought not start only in Purgatory. We 
are all called to enter into that process of purification 
now. We are called to heed the words of John the 
Baptist today and repent of all that keeps us from 
holiness of life. 
 

Reflect, today, upon the purification to which God may 
be calling you. What is it that you hold on to that He 
wants you free of? Commit yourself to the purifying 
fire of God’s love and let that love cleanse you in this 
Advent season. 
 

Lord, I long to have my soul purified by You. I desire 
holiness of life. Help me to begin this process here so I 
can begin to experience the joy and freedom You have 
in store for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

(https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/advent-and-christmas-reflections/
advent-week-three/) 

3rd
 
Sunday of Advent, Year C  

Sunday 12 December 2021 
A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
12 December 2021 
 

First Reading:  
Zephaniah 3:14-18 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  
Cry out with joy and gladness: 
For among you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel. 
 

Second Reading:   
Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
He sent me to bring Good News to 
the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  
Luke 3:10-18 
 

Communion Antiphon:  
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong 
and do not fear. Behold, our God 
will come, and he will save us. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%203.16%E2%80%9317


Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for everyone at home and around the world who have 
been affected by the Corona Virus Pandemic; those who are 
sick, for their healing; those who are in isolation and those 
FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first  

responders, volunteers and non-health workers) for their protection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, 
that they would listen to the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they make.  

 

We pray for the special intentions: 
Corinne Carrington, Wendy Stephens, Lillian Pauley, Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw,  
Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie` Bertola, Maurice Byrne, 
Julian Letter, Bonita Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, Lorelie Donkin, Jose Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, 
India Heslop, Victor Cruz, Comple Family, Theresa Macaulay, Halina Van Moorsel, June Higgins,  
Allysa and Leonie Dorothy Hard, John Touzell, Vicky Southworth, Robert Main, Perla Bautista, 
Craig Holmes, Luba Greay, Neil Banks, Garry Higgins, Jerry Lambie, Phil Lloyd, Brian Lloyd 
 

Anniversary of Death: Jack & Marie Crannage, Virginia Cubitt 
 

Recent Death: Murray Craib, Yolanda Vino 
 

 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included, or you would like to update your information in our 
prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

ROSARY STATUES:             Pilgrim Statue                                            Filipino Statue     
                                        Vicki and Maurice Byrnes                       Leizel & Toto Madamecila 

 

PARISH OFFICE Opening Hours 
Our Parish Office is open Tuesday to Friday from 9.00am until 12.30pm. 

 During all other times, please do not hesitate to contact us either via phone or email.  

                          

Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE  
Your donation can make a big difference.  
 

OPTION 1: Planned Giving Pledge Forms  
are  available from the parish office. 
 

OPTION 2:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
      Reference: Your Name-Planned Giving 

Last Weekend’s Collections 
 

Today’s Gospel provides a blueprint for good 
stewardship: “Let the man who has two coats 

give to him who has none. The man who has food 
should do the same.” 

 
 

                          1st Collection:              $1285.00 
 

    2nd Collection:        $1180.00 
 

   Direct Debit / EFT:          $407.11 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity  

INFORMATION FOR NEXT WEEKEND  -  19 DECEMBER 2021 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

First Reading: Micah 5:1-4 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Lord, make us turn to you; 
let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: 
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-44 

Rosters  

 

Saturday 6pm Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Ron Webb 
Readers: Erica Mielens, Cris Palfrey 
 

Sunday 7.30am Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Mike Matusiak 
Readers: Peter Jeffs, Julie Jeffs 
 

Sunday 9.30am Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon/ Acolyte: Peter Nagon 
Readers: Helen Lecky, Marinela/Leizel 
 

Sunday 5.00pm Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Alfred Galang 
Readers: Georgia Clark, Joanne/Juan Clark 
 



Christmas Appeal - Thank You! 
 

“People helping people” 
 

Bishop Gerard wishes to thank all parishioners 
who have given generously to his CatholicCare 
Christmas Appeal. This is tangible support to those 
who are in need in our local communities. 
 

Receipts for claiming Tax Deductions will be 
forwarded to your nominated address as soon as 
possible.   

Save the Date! 
We’d love for you to join us in the: 
 

 Come and prepare your heart for 
Christmas at an Evening of Worship 
on Sunday, 19th December at 
7.00pm, held in Holy Family 
Church. 

 

Presented by Shine Creations; 
This event features the ministry of 
Angela Gorman and friends. 
 

 2nd Rite of Reconciliation  
 Everyone is invited to join us in this 

beautiful sacrament of confession on 
Thursday, 23 December 2021 at 
7.00pm in St Joseph’s Church.  

 
 

 Parish Christmas BBQ  
  and Volunteers’ Day 
Everyone is invited… 
 

On Sunday the 19th December our 
annual Parish BBQ will be held after 
the 9.30am Mass on the grassed area 
behind Holy Family Church. 
 

Please join us in our Parish 
Christmas celebration and share in a 
huge thank you to the many people 
who volunteer in our parish 
tirelessly throughout the year. 
 

Please bring a salad or a sweet to 
share. Sausages, rolls and drinks will 

be provided. 

Synod 2021-2023 
Pope Francis invites the 
whole Church to question 
itself on synodality.       

This site 
(https://www.synod.va/
en.html) will accompany the two-year 
journey of reflection and sharing. 

Christmas Eve Nativity Mime 
As in the past, a Nativity mime is planned to begin 
the Christmas Eve Mass this year. A cast of 
thousands would be appreciated… there can never 
be enough angels and shepherds! 
 

Parents are encouraged to bring their children to 
practises, which will be held at Holy Family 
Church from 9.00am until 10.30am on: 

 Wednesday, December 22 
 Thursday, December 23 
 

Supervision will be provided by Catechist 
class teachers, each of whom has a Working with 
Children check. Basic costumes will also be 
provided. 
 

Anne Smith, Catechist Co-ordinator 
0478 616 137 

ORDO & Break Open The Word 
The Mass Ordo Break Open the Word for 2022 are 
now available for purchase from the Piety Stalls in 
our parish. 

Pro-Life Plaques 
Being a pro-life parish, an inscribed Right to Life 
Association brass plaque will be installed at the 
front entrance of both churches on the 
18th & 19th December. 
The inscribed statement on the pro-life plaque 
reads: 

“ We believe in the sanctity of human life from 
conception to its natural end.” 

 

 

The formal unveiling of the plaque will take place 
after the 9.30am Mass at Holy Family Church on 
Sunday, 19th December. 

CWL End of Year 
CANCELLED 

 

Our Coffee afternoon tea (CWL) which 
was to be held on the 14th December 
has now been cancelled. 
 

Thank you and regards from 
Jenny Dul, Secretary for CWL  

Parish Office - Closed 
The Parish Office will be closed for the Christmas 
period from Thursday, 23rd December and will 
re-open on Tuesday, 11th January. 
 

If you have any enquiries or notices/ prayer 
intentions for the bulletin, please submit them 
before the 22nd December. 
 

You can still ring the Parish office phone number 
in cases of emergency or if you need to see a priest. 

St. Joseph’s Church Update 
The second collection will be 
re-introduced in St. Joseph’s Church 
starting next week. 



COVID-19  REGULATIONS  -  PHASE 5 
 

COVID-19 Phase 5 WA Government Regulations stipulate 
we must still maintain a Mandatory Contact Register. 
There are 2 options available to register your contact details 
each time you attend church.  

 

Option 1: Write your name and phone number on the Con-
tact Register in the foyer of the church. 
 

Option 2: Download the SafeWA app on your phone and 
scan the QR code which is on the posters displayed. 

 

Regulations also recommend maintaining good hygiene 
standards and COVID-safe principles. Therefore I ask  
everyone to please still sanitise your hands thoroughly.  

 

 

Thank you for your kind understanding!    Fr Chris, OSJ 

PARISH TIMETABLE  

 

DAILY MASSES  
 

 

In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and  
Saturday: 9:00am Mass 
 

Friday: 12:00noon Mass 
First Friday of the month: Healing Mass 
 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 

Mon, Wed and Thurs: 8:30am LAUDS (Morning Prayer)  
 

Tuesday: 8:30am ROSARY 
 

Friday: 10:00am  Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament;  
                              Divine Chaplet before the Mass 
 

Saturday: 9:45am SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

First Thursday of the month: 6:00pm Holy Hour  
 

Third Sunday of the month: 3:00pm Benediction & Rosary  
 

St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer and  
devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 

 

 WEEKEND MASSES 

 
Holy Family Church 

 
 

Saturday   6:00pm         

Sunday     9:30am 

 

St Joseph’s Church  

 

 

Sunday      7:30am  

Sunday     5:00pm  

STATION MASSES  

 

 

Gnowangerup 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Bremer Bay 
3rd Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Ongerup 
2nd Sunday: 11:30am  

 

Lighting of The Third 
Advent Candle 
 

Sign of the Cross 
 

Greetings 
 
The third candle may now be 
lighted. 
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, your coming 
was proclaimed by the prophet 
Zephaniah as the One who will be 
exulted over us and renewed us by 
your love.  
 

Cantor/Choir: Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come  
ALL: Come Lord Jesus, Come 
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, you revealed to 
Paul that if there is anything we 
need we just have to ask for it with 
prayer and thanksgiving.  
 

Cantor/Choir: Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come  
ALL: Come Lord Jesus, Come 
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, as declared by 
John the Baptist, you will baptise us 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
 

Cantor/ Choir: Come Lord Jesus, 
Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus, 
Come  
ALL: Come Lord Jesus, Come 
Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus, 
Come 

 
COLLECT  
O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the 
Lord’s nativity, enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a 
salvation and to celebrate them 
always with solemn worship and 
glad rejoicing. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever.  
 

ALL: Amen  


