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Humility Prepares the Way for Christ 
 

“A voice of one crying out in the desert.  ‘Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.’”    

Luke 3:4 
 

On the Second Sunday of Advent, we are given the 
person of St. John the Baptist to ponder. What a gift 
he is! Jesus Himself stated that “among those born 
of women there has been none greater than John the 
Baptist” (Matthew 11:11). What a compliment! But 
what is it that made John so great? 
 

First of all, John was great because he was the 
transition from the Old Testament Prophets to the 
New Testament. He was the bridge that prepared for 
the new life to come. 
 

But John was great not only because of his unique 
calling, he was also great because of the virtue he 
had in his life. It is this gift that is worth pondering 
for our own inspiration more than any other. 
 

The particular virtue that John had was that of 
humility. He saw himself as nothing other than a 
“voice of one crying out in the desert.” And the 
Word he spoke was Jesus.   
 

John acknowledged that he was not even worthy to 
stoop down and untie the sandal straps of Jesus 
(Mark 1:7). He was praised and followed by many 
and yet he continuously said of Jesus that “He must 
increase and I must decrease” (John 3:30). 
 

John was not in it for praise and honour; rather, his 
mission was to point everyone to the Saviour of the 
World. He could have sought the honour and praise 
of many and he would have certainly received 
it. But John was more than willing to fulfil his 
mission and then submit himself to the sword of his 
executioner. He was focused only on Jesus and 
desired only to point to Him. 
 

Reflect, today, upon this humility in your own life. 
Do you tend to point to yourself or to Christ? Do 
you seek the praise of others or do you humbly point 
all praise and glory to God? Humility is the path that 
St. John the Baptist took and it’s the path we must 
strive for each and every day. 
 

Lord, thank You for the gift of St. John the Baptist. 
May his witness of humility inspire me in my 
Christian walk. Help me, Lord, to always point 
others to You rather than to myself. Jesus, I trust in 
You. 
 

 

(https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/advent-and-christmas-reflections/advent-week-two/) 

2nd
 
Sunday of Advent, Year C 

Sunday 5 December 2021 
A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
5 December 2021 
 

First Reading:  
Baruch 5:1-9 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
The Lord has done great things for us; 
we are filled with joy. 
 

Second Reading:   
Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of 
God. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  
Luke 3:1-6 
 

Communion Antiphon:  
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon 
the heights, and behold the joy 
which comes to you from God. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%203.4
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2011.11
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%203.30


Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for everyone at home and around the world who have 
been affected by the Corona Virus Pandemic; those who are 
sick, for their healing; those who are in isolation and those 
FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first  

responders, volunteers and non-health workers) for their protection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, 
that they would listen to the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they make.  

 

We pray for the special intentions: 
Corinne Carrington, Wendy Stephens, Lillian Pauley, Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw,  
Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie` Bertola, Maurice Byrne, 
Julian Letter, Bonita Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, Lorelie Donkin, Jose Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, 
India Heslop, Victor Cruz, Comple Family, Theresa Macaulay, Halina Van Moorsel, June Higgins,  
Allysa and Leonie Dorothy Hard, John Touzell, Vicky Southworth, Robert Main, Perla Bautista, 
Craig Holmes, Luba Greay, Neil Banks, Gary Higgins, Jerry Lambie 

 

Anniversary of Death: Giuseppe Lenzo, Jack & Marie Crannage, Jessica Maiden 

 

Recent Death: Murray Craib 
 

 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included, or you would like to update your information in our 
prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

      

ROSARY STATUES:             Pilgrim Statue                                            Filipino Statue     
                                        Vicki & Maurice Byrne                          Leizel & Toto Madamecila 

 

PARISH OFFICE Opening Hours 
Our Parish Office is open Tuesday to Friday from 9.00am until 12.30pm. 

 During all other times, please do not hesitate to contact us either via phone or email.  

                          

Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE  
Your donation can make a big difference.  
 

OPTION 1: Planned Giving Pledge Forms  
are  available from the parish office. 
 

OPTION 2:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
      Reference: Your Name-Planned Giving 

Last Weekend’s Collections 
Good stewards believe that God, who has begun 

this good work in them, will carry it through 
to completion. In words and deeds, they can sing 

with the psalmist, “The Lord has done 
great things for us; we are filled with joy!” 

 
 

                          1st Collection:              $1003.85 
 

    2nd Collection:        $1420.00 
 

   Direct Debit / EFT:          $594.11 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity  

INFORMATION FOR NEXT WEEKEND  -  12 DECEMBER 2021 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18 

 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Cry out with joy and gladness: 
For among you is the great and Holy One of 
Israel. 
 

Second Reading:  Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
He sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18 

Rosters  

 

Saturday 6pm Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Gavin Higgins 
Readers: Jan Fisher, Mark Browning 
 

Sunday 7.30am Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Stan Bemben 
Readers: Anne Letter, Andrew Landells 
 

Sunday 9.30am Mass: Holy Family Church 
Deacon/ Acolyte: Ron Webb 
Readers: Colleen Purdon, Ruth Coffey 
 

Sunday 5.00pm Mass: St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Manuel Navalta 
Readers: Ana Pauley, Vicki Byrne 
 



Christmas Appeal 
 

“People helping people”  

A reminder if you haven’t already done so, to please 
return your donation envelope and place in the 
offertory basket. 
This years’ Appeal is for the valuable services of the 
St John of God Social Outreach program.  
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Save the Date! 
We’d love for you to join us in any of 
these upcoming events: 

 

 Busy Bee — Let’s help clean  the 
church together as a community. We 
ask everyone who can to please stay 
back and help: 

 

 5 December, after 7.30am 
Mass at St. Joseph’s Church. 
 

 12 December, after 9:30am 
Mass at Holy Family Church. 

 

Please bring: Gardening tools, vacuum 
cleaners, cloths or rags for polishing 
seats, mops and buckets. 

For any queries, please contact the 
Parish Office. 
 

 Parish Christmas Picnic & 
Volunteers’ Day— to take place on 
the 19 December after the 9:30am 
Mass in Holy Family Church. Please 
come and join us to celebrate 
together as a parish community. 

End of Year of St. Joseph 
This weekend we celebrate the end of the 
Year of St. Joseph. The prayer found in the 
foyer and pews will be recited at the end of 
Mass to celebrate this. 
 

Images, icons and statues of St. Joseph that you have 
in your homes can be blessed at the Sunday Masses 
(including the Vigil Mass) this weekend. 

Pro-Life Plaques 
Being a pro-life parish, an inscribed 
Right to Life Association brass plaque will be 
installed at the front entrance of both churches on the 
18th and 19th December. 
The inscribed statement on the pro-life plaque reads: 

“ We believe in the sanctity of human life from 
conception to its natural end.” 

 

The formal unveiling of the plaque will take place 
after the 9.30am Mass at Holy Family Church on 
Sunday, 19th December. 

St Vincent de Paul 
We have commenced collating 
Christmas hampers at the SVDP 
Welfare centre. These hampers assist 
people in need. If you wish to donate 
food items there are boxes available in 
the foyer of each Church. 
 
 

Thank you for sharing your 
Christmas spirit.  

Mass Reader Needed 
We are currently looking for someone to 
read every fourth Sunday at the 7.30am 
Mass in St. Joseph’s Church. 
 

If this is something that might interest 
you, please contact the Parish Office for 
further details. 

A Letter from Bishop Gerard  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Pope Francis has announced that there is to be a Synod in Rome in 2023 about ‘synodality’. In 
preparation for this, there is to be synodal dialogue at all levels of the Church between now until 
then.  

 

The first step in the consultation is the opportunity for individuals and groups to pray and 
respond to questions from Rome. Responses need to be submitted by 22 February. This is not 
an ideal date for the southern hemisphere but is an extension of an earlier date.  
 

Parishes have the consultation materials for individuals and groups and these can be sought from 
there. More information on this synod will be given in 2022. 
 

I encourage all to participate in the world wide consultation which will impact upon future 
decision making in the Church across the world. 

 

In conclusion, the first fruits of our own Synod will be implemented next year. 

Catholic Women’s League End of Year 
 

Come and join Catholic Women’s League in their 
End of Year celebration at Frenchie’s Café on 
Tuesday, 14th December at 1.00pm to 3.00pm for 
Coffee and Cake. 
 

Please let Jenny know if attending on 0438 241 100.  

Men’s Fellowship Group 
A reminder to all of the next Men’s Fellowship 
Group meeting in New Camfield at 11.30-3.00pm on 
Saturday, 11th December. 



COVID-19  REGULATIONS  -  PHASE 5 
 

COVID-19 Phase 5 WA Government Regulations stipulate 
we must still maintain a Mandatory Contact Register. 
There are 2 options available to register your contact details 
each time you attend church.  

 

Option 1: Write your name and phone number on the Con-
tact Register in the foyer of the church. 
 

Option 2: Download the SafeWA app on your phone and 
scan the QR code which is on the posters displayed. 

 

Regulations also recommend maintaining good hygiene 
standards and COVID-safe principles. Therefore I ask  
everyone to please still sanitise your hands thoroughly.  

 

 

Thank you for your kind understanding!    Fr Chris, OSJ 

PARISH TIMETABLE  

 

DAILY MASSES  
 

 

In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and  
Saturday: 9:00am Mass 
 

Friday: 12:00noon Mass 
First Friday of the month: Healing Mass 
 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 

 

Mon, Wed and Thurs: 8:30am LAUDS (Morning Prayer)  
 

Tuesday: 8:30am ROSARY 
 

Friday: 10:00am  Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament;  
                              Divine Chaplet before the Mass 
 

Saturday: 9:45am SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

First Thursday of the month: 6:00pm Holy Hour  
 

Third Sunday of the month: 3:00pm Benediction & Rosary  
 

St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer and  
devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 

 

 WEEKEND MASSES 

 
Holy Family Church 

 
 

Saturday   6:00pm         

Sunday     9:30am 

 

St Joseph’s Church  

 

 

Sunday      7:30am  

Sunday     5:00pm  

STATION MASSES  

 

 

Gnowangerup 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Bremer Bay 
3rd Sunday: 9:30am  
 

Ongerup 
2nd Sunday: 11:30am  

Lighting of The Second 
Advent Candle 
 

Sign of the Cross 
 

Greetings 
 
The second candle may now be 
lighted. 
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, your coming 
was proclaimed by the prophet 
Baruch when he proclaimed that 
God will show your splendour. 
 

Cantor/Choir: Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come 
 

ALL: Come Lord Jesus, Come 
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, you will bring us 
to the perfect goodness for the glory 
and praise of God. 
 

Cantor/Choir: Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come 
 

ALL: Come Lord Jesus, Come 
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, you call us to 
repentance and to prepare the way 
for you so that all humankind shall 
see the salvation of God. 
 

Cantor/ Choir: Come Lord Jesus, 
Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus, 
Come 
 

ALL: Come Lord Jesus, Come 
Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus, 
Come 

 
COLLECT  
Almighty and merciful God, may no 
earthly undertaking hinder those 
who set out in haste to meet your 
Son, but may our learning of 
Heavenly wisdom gain us 
admittance to his company. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever. 
 

ALL: Amen  


