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The Baptism of the Lord 

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 
like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22   
 

Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of the Christmas 
Season and the beginning of Ordinary Time.  It’s a feast 
of transition from Jesus’ hidden life to that of His public 
ministry.  It also echoes the theme of the Epiphany in 
that the Baptism of the Lord is another manifestation 
announcing Jesus’ divinity to all of His first followers 
and to the disciples of John the Baptist. 
 

First of all, it needs to be pointed out that Jesus did not 
need the baptism of John.  John was baptizing as a call 
to and sign of interior repentance.  Jesus had no need to 
repent.  But, nonetheless, He comes to John.  John  
resists at first but Jesus insists.  Why did He receive  
baptism? 
 

First, by accepting the baptism of John, Jesus affirms all 
that John has said and done and affirms his sacred role 
of preparing the way for Jesus and for a new era of 
grace.  Therefore, the Baptism of Jesus acts as a bridge 
between the Old Testament prophets (of which John was 
the last) and the New Testament era of grace and truth.    

Second, it has been said that when Jesus entered the  
waters of baptism, He was not baptized by the waters, 
rather, His Baptism was one in which all the created  
waters of this world were, in a sense, “baptized” by 
Him.  By entering into the waters, Jesus sanctifies water 
and pours forth His grace making all water the future 
source of salvation.   
 

Third, the Baptism of Jesus was an epiphany.  It was a 
moment of manifestation.  As He emerged from the  
waters, “Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit  
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a 
voice came from Heaven, ’You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.’”  This manifestation of the 
sonship and divinity of Jesus took place in a physical, 
audible and visible form so that all present would know, 
without question, that Jesus was the Son of the  
Father.  Thus, His baptism is a way in which the Father 
introduces His Son and His Son’s mission to the world. 
 

As we prepare to begin Ordinary Time, reflect, today, 
upon these words of the Father at the Baptism of  
Jesus.  Hear the Father speaking to You about the  
divinity of His Son.  Turn your eyes to Jesus and  
prepare yourself to follow Him and to heed every word 
He speaks.  He was sent into this world to draw us to 
the Father, allow Him to fulfil that mission in your own 
life.  
Source: https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/advent-and-christmas-reflections/christmas-season/ 

 THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
Sunday, 10 January 2021 

A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

Use this QR code  
if attending  
Holy Family 

Church 

Use this QR code  
if attending  
St Joseph’s 

Church 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%203.21-22


Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for everyone at home and around the world who have 
been affected by the Corona Virus Pandemic; those who are 
sick, for their healing; those who are in isolation and those 
FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first  

responders, volunteers and non-health workers) for their protection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, 
that they would listen to the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they make. Let us be one with them in 
prayer. 
 

We pray for the special intentions: 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah 
Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Maurice Byrne, Julian Letter, Bonita  
Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, Lorelie Donkin, Jose  Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, India Heslop, Sue 
Dechow, Lucyna Collins, John and Stefania Kopec, Victor Cruz, Zoe Whittingstall, Comple Family, 
Theresa Macaulay, Halina Van Moorsel, Allysa and Leonie Dorothy Hard 
 
 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included, or you would like to update your information in 
our prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

 

Anniversary of Death for this month:  Pat Gorman 
 

Recent Death:   Delfina Rafols, Clemensia Doloso 

ROSARY STATUES:             Pilgrim Statue                                             Filipino Statue     
                                         Hans and Agnes Fleck                               Cirila Adams 

Our PARISH OFFICE is now OPEN 
Our Parish Office will be opened ONLY on Friday from 9am until 12noon. 

 During all other times, please do not hesitate to contact us either via phone or email. 
                          

Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE Your donation can 
make a big difference.  
 

OPTION 1: Planned Giving Pledge Forms are  
available from the parish office. 
 

OPTION 2:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
      Reference: Your Name-Planned Giving 

 

You want to give to the Collection Basket 
but NO CASH? In the foyer of the church, 

TAP & PAY is now also available… This may 
only be a trial but it truly works. Have a go and 
tell me how you found it. 
 

Once again, thank you very much for your   
generosity and support. God bless! 

 
                       -Fr Chris, OSJ 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
16/17 January 2021 
 

Saturday 6pm Mass - Holy Family Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Ron Webb 
Readers: Erica Mielens, Cris Palfrey 
 

Sunday 7.30am Mass -  St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Stan Bemben 
Readers: Peter and Julie Jeffs 
 

Sunday 9.30am Mass - Holy Family Church 
Deacon/ Acolyte: Manuel Navalta 
Readers: Helen Lecky, Marinela/ Liezel 
 

Sunday 5.00pm Mass - St Joseph’s Church 
Deacon / Acolyte: Mike Matusiak 
Readers: Georgia Clark, Joanne/ Juan Clark 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

Sunday, 10 January 2021 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 55: 1-11 
 

Responsorial Psalm: You will draw water  
joyfully from the springs of salvation.  
 

Second Reading:  1 John 5:1-9 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! John saw Jesus  
approaching him, and said: This is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:7-11 
 

Communion Antiphon: Behold the One of 
whom John said: I have seen and testified 
that this is the Son of God.  



DIOCESAN SUMMER SCHOOL 2021  
 

“A Church Waiting in Hope…Responding to the Holy 
Spirit Present and at Work Among Us”.  

 

Tuesday 19 January 2021, 5.30pm - 8.30pm  
New Camfield 

 

We the People of God find ourselves in challenging 
times, as we face the future of our world and our 
Church. The Holy Spirit has called and gifted us to  
respond to these challenges with wisdom, courage and 
love.  
 

This Summer School is an opportunity to explore what 
God is asking of us today, and will give us time to  
reflect on these challenges with others. In addition there 
will be an opportunity to contribute to the Plenary 
Council process currently underway in Australia.  

 

Presented by Fr Tony Chiera and Diocesan Delegates 
to the Plenary Council Ms Deborah Robertson and  

Mrs Maria Parkinson. 

 

Do come along and invite your friends to hear of the 
latest encyclical of our Pope Francis. Through this he 
encourages us to 'love our neighbour as self' and reach 
out to all those in need without discrimination. 

 

There will be a break midway for a light meal together. 
Please bring a plate to share. 

STO NINO CELEBRATION  
 

We would like to invite everyone to join 
us once again in the celebration of the 
Sto Nino Festival in January 2021. 
Please take note of the following  
schedule with all services to take place 
in Holy Family Church, Spencer Park:  
 

Friday 8 January, 5:00pm 
Novena/ Mass  

 

Saturday 9 January, 5:30pm 
Novena/ Mass  

 

Sunday 10 January, 9:00am 
Novena/ Mass  

 

Monday - Friday 11 - 15 January, 5:00pm  
Novena/ Mass  

 

Saturday 16 January, 10:00am  
Novena only  

 

Sunday 17 January, 9:30am 

Feast Day of the Sto Nino  

 

Due to Covid restrictions, we  
sincerely apologise that we won’t be 
able to hold a big feast after the Feast 
Day Mass. However, an invitation is 
still extended to everyone who would 
like to join us in the celebration of the  
Eucharist, as we continue to pray for the 
healing of the world.  

 

ST JOSEPH’S LODGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
162 Aberdeen St, Albany 

OPEN DAYS 
SATURDAY 16 & 23 JANUARY 2021 

10.30-11.30am 
 

FOR LEASE PURCHASE – 1 and 2 bedroom units  
with kitchen, living area, bathroom/laundry, and 

1 parking bay from $110,000 to $199,000.   
Independent living. 

Enquiries to: (08) 9847 4303 
Email: manager@stjosephslodge.com.au 

PPC/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
LEADERSHIP DAY 

 

Sunday February 7, 11.00am  -  3.00pm 
Old Convent 

 

All members of the PPC and the Finance committee are 
asked to attend this Leadership Day. 

Please bring along a plate to share for lunch. 



CONTACT REGISTER 
Places of Worship have now been given an exemption from the 
2 square metre ruling and allowed to have 60% capacity in at-
tendance. However, to assist with COVID-19 Contact Tracing 
the WA Government has stipulated we must maintain a  
Mandatory Contact Register. There are 2 options available to 
register your contact details each time you attend church.  
Option 1: Write your name and phone number on the Contact 
Register in the foyer of the church. 
Option 2: Download the SafeWA app on your phone and scan 
the QR code which is on the front page of the bulletin and also 
on the posters displayed. 
 

I ask everyone to please still strictly observe the following  
protocols: 
 Please sanitise your hands thoroughly.  
 COMMUNION is to be received by the hand. 
 Sanitising wipes are available for you to use to wipe over 

your seat. 
 MASS COLLECTION, a collector will use a basket on a 

stick to refrain from passing the basket. In St Joseph’s 
church, we will only have one collection, so  you may  

         include your Planned Giving Envelopes with the first. At  
           Holy Family church, we will still keep the two collections. 
 

Thank you for your kind understanding!    Fr Chris, OSJ 

OUR TIMETABLES are as follows:  
(Due to the pandemic, schedules may be subject to change without prior notice.) 

 

DAILY MASSES  
In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Saturday - 9:00am Mass 
 

Friday - 12:00noon Mass 
*First Friday of the month - Healing Mass 
 
 

Daily Devotions: 
Mon, Wed and Thurs 8:30am - LAUDS (Morning Prayer)  
  

Tuesday 8:30am - ROSARY 
 

Friday 10:00am - Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament;  
                                  Divine Chaplet before the Mass 
 

Saturday 9:45am onwards -  
                              SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

*First Thursday of the month 6:00pm - Holy Hour  

St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer and  
devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 

 

 WEEKEND MASSES 

 

Holy Family Church  

 

  Saturday   6:00pm         
  Sunday       9:30am 

 

St Joseph’s Church  

 

  Sunday      7:30am  
  Sunday       5:00pm  

STATION MASSES  

 

Gnowangerup 
2nd & 4th Sunday, 9:30am  
 

Bremer Bay 
3rd Sunday, 9:30am  
 

Ongerup 
2nd Sunday, 11:30am  

STATEMENT BY THE  
BISHOP OF BUNBURY 
For the sake of visitors, it is im-
portant to remind all participating 
in celebrations of the Eucharist 
that the Bunbury Diocese is  
following public health advice 
strictly as it relates to the  
distribution of Holy Communion.  
 

The Body of the Lord will be  
distributed only in the hand,  
following the Lord’s command to 
‘Take and eat’.   
 

Similarly, the Precious Blood of 
the Lord will not be distributed 
from the chalice.  
 

Following Vatican advice, where 
priests are concelebrating 
Mass,  the Blood of the Lord 
should be received by intinction 
except for the last who will drink 
from the chalice. This will be true 
also for Deacons assisting at the 
Mass.  
 

I realise that receiving Holy  
Communion in the hand being the 
only option at this moment will 
be distressing for some who wish 
to receive the Body of the Lord 
on the tongue. However, the  
option of receiving on the tongue 
will be restored again, once  
public health advice allows it.  
 

In the meantime, it is important 
that we all remember the teaching 
of Jesus that receiving him in  
Holy Communion is essential for 
the Christian life and for a  
personal relationship with him 
(John 6:53-56).  The devotion of a 
‘spiritual; Communion’, which is 
of human origin only, cannot 
bring the blessings of actually  
receiving Holy Communion.  
 

None of us will ever be worthy of 
receiving Holy Communion either 
in the hand or on the tongue.  I 
encourage those who prefer to  
receive Holy Communion on the 
tongue to trust the Lord’s  
judgment when he said  “Take 
and eat’  until public health advice  
allows the restoration of  
Communion on the tongue.  
 

God bless, Bishop Gerard. 


