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Pondering the Birth of Christ 
So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the  
infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 

known the message that had been told them about this child.  
All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by 
the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on 

them in her heart. Luke 2:16–19 
 

Merry Christmas! Our Advent preparations have been complet-
ed, and we are now invited by our Lord to enter into the glori-
ous celebration of His birth! 
 

How well do you understand the awe-inspiring mystery of 
Christmas? How fully do you comprehend the significance of 
God becoming a human, born of a virgin? Though many are 
quite familiar with the beautiful and humble story of the birth 
of the Saviour of the World, that familiarity can have the sur-
prising negative effect of keeping our intellect from deeply 
probing the depths of the meaning of what we celebrate. 
 

Notice the last line of the Gospel passage quoted above: “And 
Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 
What a beautiful line to ponder this Christmas day. What a 
beautiful line to ponder this Christmas day. Mother Mary was 
the one person who would have understood the mystery of the 
birth of her Son, the Son of God, the Saviour of the World, far 
more deeply than anyone else. It was to her that the Archangel 
Gabriel appeared, announcing her pregnancy and His birth. It 
was her who carried her Son, the Son of God, in her Immacu-
late womb for nine months. It was to her that Elizabeth, her 
cousin, cried out, “Most blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb” (Luke 1:42). It was Mary 
who was the Immaculate Conception, the one who was pre-
served from all sin throughout her life. And it was her who 
gave birth to this Child, carried Him in her arms and nursed 
Him at her breast. Our Blessed Mother, more than any other, 
understood the incredible event that had taken place in her life. 
 

But, again, the Gospel above says that “Mary kept all these 
things, reflecting on them in her heart.” One thing this tells us is 
that even Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of God, 
needed time to ponder, reflect and saviour this most holy mys-
tery. She never doubted, but her faith continually deepened, and 
her heart pondered the unfathomable and incomprehensible 
mystery of the Incarnation. 
 

Another thing this tells us is that there is no end to the depth of 
the “pondering” to which we must commit ourselves if we want 
to enter more deeply into the mystery of the birth of the Son of 
God. Reading the story, setting up a nativity scene, sharing 
Christmas cards, attending Mass and the like are central to a 
holy celebration of Christmas. But “pondering” and 
“reflecting,” especially during prayer and especially at the 
Christmas Mass, will have the effect of drawing us ever deeper 
into this Mystery of our Faith. 
 

Reflect, today, with our Blessed Mother. Ponder the Incarna-
tion. Place yourself into the scene that first Christmas. Hear the 
sounds of the town. Smell the smells of the stable. Watch as the 
shepherds come forth in adoration. And enter the mystery more 
fully, acknowledging that the more you know about the mys-
tery of Christmas, the more you know how little you actually 
know and understand. But that humble realization is the first 
step to a deeper understanding of what we celebrate this day. 
Source: https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/advent-and-christmas-reflections/preview-
christmas-reflections-for-2020-2021/ 

C H R I S T M A S  D A Y  
25 December 2020 

A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

Use this QR code  
if attending  
Holy Family 

Church 

Use this QR code  
if attending  
St Joseph’s 

Church 

Please remember to turn off your mobile phone 



Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for everyone at home and around the world who have 
been affected by the Corona Virus Pandemic; those who are 
sick, for their healing; those who are in isolation and those 
FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first  

responders, volunteers and non-health workers) for their protection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, 
that they would listen to the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they make. Let us be one with them in 
prayer. 
 

We pray for the special intentions... 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah 
Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Maurice Byrne, Julian Letter, Bonita  
Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, Lorelie Donkin, Cirila Adams, Jose  Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, India 
Heslop, Sue Dechow, Lucyna Collins, John and Stefania Kopec, Victor Cruz, Zoe Whittingstall, Theresa 
Macaulay, Halina Van Moorsel, Allysa and Leonie Dorothy Hard, Millie Vaughan, Madeleine Terlick 
and family. 
 

 
 

Anniversary of Death for this month:  Jack & Marie Crannage, Philip Russell, Peter Verazzi,  
Phil Lloyd, Martha and Peter Nguyen, Reuben and Minnie Conlan and Francis and Eileen Carroll 
 

Recent Death:   May Beech, Jim Doyle, Sr Killian of the St John of God Sisters,                            
                          Bruno Colangelo and Joan 

 
 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included, or you would like to update your information in 
our prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

Our Parish Office will be closed during this holiday season and will resume on 8 January 2021.  
 For anything you need from our parish,  

please do not hesitate to contact us either via phone or email. 
Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE  
Your donation can make a big difference.  

 

OPTION 1:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
      Reference: Your Name-Planned Giving 

OPTION 2: Planned Giving Pledge Forms 
are  available from the parish office. 
 

Once again, thank you very much for your   
generosity and support. Merry Christmas to one 
and all! God bless! 

 
                        -Fr Chris, OSJ 

CHRISTMAS EVENING MASS 
24 December 2020, Thursday 
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm: For ever I will sing 
the goodness of the Lord. 
 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!         
Tomorrow there will be an end to the sin of 
the world and the Saviour of the world will 
be our King.  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 
 

Communion Antiphon: The Word became 
flesh, and we have seen this glory. 

CHRISTMAS MASS 
25 December 2020, Friday 
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

Responsorial Psalm: All the ends of the earth 
have seen the saving power of God. 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!                
A hallowed day has dawned upon us. Come, 
you nations, worship the Lord, for today a 
great light has shone down upon the earth.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: John 1:1-18 
 

Communion Antiphon: All the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God. 



CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 
Dear Parishioners, Visitors and Guests, 
 
Christmas is a passing day, and seldom are Christmas gifts 
long lasting. But today we receive the Gift of Love. As the 
coming of a child into a family is a beginning with the prom-
ise of growth so, the real Christmas is receiving Christ on a 
permanent basis, first as the Ambassador of the Father and 
secondly as a Brother who cares.  Christ comes as a Child to 
demonstrate His greatest love for us that he will not hide be-
hind his divinity in a kind of diplomatic immunity from hu-
man difficulties, worries and struggles. He will go before us, 
experiencing also the hunger, thirst and pain of life. Then he 
returned back and showed to us the way on how to face our 
journey, our life with love.  With all humility, He embraced 
humanity, so that all of us can share to His divinity, that those 
who would seek him, might find great joy in their hearts. 
 

I think this is the perfect sense of Christmas. It’s so magical 
that it can bring so much joy which is full of hope into every-
one’s heart amidst problems and challenges that we face eve-
ryday of our lives, especially in this period of pandemic. 
 

As a parish community, this has been a very tough year. We 
have been tested in so many ways… our patience, courage, 
faith and even ourselves. But we were able to pull everything 
together. They might have been different from what we usual-
ly do, but we have done so many things that brought so much 
spirit of fulfilment, enjoyment, camaraderie, unity and family. 
I realized that there were so many things to be grateful and be 
proud about our parish community. It’s not perfect though, but 
there have been great efforts that we have done as much as we 
could to reach out to one another and make each one to feel 
that they belong to our family. And this is the gift that we re-
ceive from above and hopefully we continue to bring this 
grace to others. 
 

Hence, on this note, I and Fr Joeff, OSJ would like to take this 
opportunity to personally thank our Deacons, Rev. Ron and 
Rev. Manuel, all the members of Parish Pastoral Council, Par-
ish Finance Committee, volunteers and patrons, and the St Jo-
seph’s College Community, who made lots of contributions to 
our parish community. Your generosity in sharing your time, 
talents and skills made a big impact in our journey of faith. 
Thank you! 
 

On this note, I would like to personally invite you to join 
us celebrate the feast day of the Holy Family on Sunday, 
27 December at 9:30AM in the Holy Family Church. After 
the Mass, we will have our “Parish Christmas Picnic”    
behind the church. Please bring your own meat for barbi, 
drinks and food to share. Don’t forget your hats, sunblock 
and picnic rugs. We will have great fun as a family.  
 

I wish you a happy, holy and safe Christmas and a blessed 
New Year. Rest assured of our prayers for you and for the rest 
of your family. God bless! 

 
Fr Christian Saminal, OSJ 
Parish Priest 

FEAST OF THE  
HOLY FAMILY  
PARISH  PICNIC/ BBQ  
Sunday, December 27 after 
9.30am Mass at Holy Family 
Church. Please BYO picnic/BBQ 
lunch. Everyone most welcome. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
ENVELOPES  
Traditionally the Christmas offer-
ing (First Collection) is a personal 
gift, an expression of goodwill 
and appreciation of their Priests, 
and forms a significant part of 
their personal annual income.  
Sincere gratitude for your faith-
ful  and generous support of our 
Priests. 

Glory to God in the highest! 
My precious Lord, Jesus, 

I adore You with profound love and 
rejoice in the celebration  

of Your birth.  
Your love for us is unfathomable, 

it is glorious transforming, 
awe-inspiring,  

and deeply personal. 
You chose to come and dwell 

among us, being born into poverty, 
rejection and humility. 

Yet Your mother knew whom she 
bore, Her heart was filled with the  
tenderest love as she adored her 

Child and her God. 
Help me, dear Lord. 

to come to love You with the heart 
of Your mother. 

Invite me to adore You with  
St. Joseph and the poor shepherds. 

Reveal to me  
the glorious power of Your birth 
and change my life on account of 

this perfect gift of Yourself. 
I love You, dear Lord Jesus. 

Help me to love You  
with all my heart. 

Newborn Saviour of the World, 
I trust in You. 

Mother Mary and St. Joseph, 
Pray for me and for all. 

Amen. 

BOXING DAY MASS 
26 December 2020, Saturday. 
Mass will be at 9:00AM in  
St Joseph’s Church. 



MANDATORY CONTACT REGISTER 
Places of Worship have now been given an exemption from 
the 2 square metre ruling and allowed to have 60% capacity 
in attendance. However, to assist with COVID-19 Contact 
Tracing the WA Government has stipulated we must maintain 
a Mandatory Contact Register. There are 2 options available 
to register your contact details each time you attend church.  
 

Option 1: Wr ite your  name and phone number  on the 
Contact Register in the foyer of the church. 
Option 2: Download the SafeWA app on your  phone and 
scan the QR code which is on the front page of the bulletin 
and also on the posters displayed. 
 

I ask everyone to please still strictly observe the following  
protocols: 
 Please sanitise your hands thoroughly.  
 COMMUNION is to be received by the hand. 
 Sanitising wipes are available for you to use to wipe 

over your seat. 
 MASS COLLECTION, a collector will use a basket on 

a stick to refrain from passing the basket. In St Joseph’s 
church, we will only have one collection, so  you may 
include your Planned Giving Envelopes with the first. At 
Holy Family church, we will still keep the two collections. 

 

Thank you for your kind understanding!     
 

                 - Fr Chris, OSJ 

OUR TIMETABLES are as follows:  
(Due to the pandemic, schedules may be subject to change without prior notice.) 

 

DAILY MASSES  
In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Saturday - 9:00AM Mass 

Friday - 12:00 Noon Mass 
**First Friday - Healing Mass 
 
Daily Devotions: 
Mon, Wed and Thurs (8:30AM)  - LAUDS (Morning Prayer)  
  

Tuesday (8:30AM) - ROSARY 
 

Friday (10:00AM) - Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament;     
                                   Divine Chaplet before the Mass 
 

Saturday (9:45AM - onwards) - SACRAMENT OF  
                                                      RECONCILIATION 
 

**First Thursday - Holy Hour at 6:00PM 

**St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer and    
devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Holy Family Church 
       6:00PM - Saturday 
       9:30AM - Sunday 
 

St Joseph’s Church 
             7:30AM and 5:00PM - Sunday 

**Stations Masses (Gnowangerup, Bremer Bay and Ongerup) will 
now resume also. 

 

What Does 
Christmas 
Mean? 

 
Christmas is a religious festival of 
Christians. It is held each year on 
December 25, in which they cele-
brate the birth of Jesus.  
 
Christmas is the abbreviation of 
“Christ’s mass”. The origin of the 
word “Christ” is the Greek 
word Khrīstos (Χριστός), which is 
the translation of the Hebrew word 
“Messiah” means “Anointed”. 
While, on the other hand, the word 
“mass” came from the Latin word 
“Missa”, which means the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist. The words 
“Crīstesmæsse” and “Cristes 
Messe” was recorded for Christmas 
in 1038 and 1131 respectively. 
 
The first evidence of the Christmas 
celebration date backs to 336 AD in 
Rome when Constantine was the 
Roman Emperor. Originally, the 
earliest Christians were known for 
commemorating only the baptism 
and resurrection of Jesus, not the 
Nativity or birth of him. Because of 
the turn of events, even though 25 
December is not the exact birthday 
of Jesus, Western Christians decid-
ed to consider it as the birthday of 
Jesus at around 273 AD. It is a 
common belief that the early 
Church probably chose December 
25th as the birthday of Jesus to co-
incide with the ancient pagan Ro-
man festivals of midwinter; the 
“Saturnalia” (in honour of the god 
of Saturn) and “Dies Natalis Solis 
Invicti” (birthday of the uncon-
quered sun). In such a way, it was 
easy to persuade the Roman pagans 
to accept Christianity as the official 
religion of the Roman Empire. 
 
In 320 AD, a Christian writer      
explained the Christmas Day as: 
“We hold this day holy, not like 
the pagans because of the birth of 
the sun, but because of Him who 
made it.” 


