
Today’s Readings… 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-28 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! My sheep listen to my 
voice, says the Lord;I know them, and 
they follow me. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Communion Antiphon: 
Remember your word to your servant,    
O Lord, by which you have given me 
hope. This is my comfort when I am 
brought low. 
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Overcoming Obstinacy  
“Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are   

entering the kingdom of God before you.  When John came 
to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; 

but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you 
saw that, you did not later change your minds                

and believe him.”  Matthew 21:31c-32 
 

These words of Jesus are spoken to the chief priests and 
elders of the people.  They are very direct and condemn-
ing words.  They are also words spoken so as to awaken 
the consciences of these religious leaders. 
 

These religious leaders were full of pride and              
self-righteousness.  They held to their own opinions and 
their opinions were wrong.  Their pride kept them from 
discovering the simple truths that tax collectors and 
prostitutes were discovering.  For that reason, Jesus 
makes it clear that tax collectors and prostitutes were on 
the path to holiness whereas these religious leaders were 
not.  This would have been hard for them to accept. 
 

In which category do you find yourself?  Sometimes, 
those who are considered “religious” or “pious” struggle 
with a similar pride and judgmentalness as the chief 
priests and elders of Jesus’ time.  This is a dangerous sin 
because it leads a person into much obstinacy.  It is for 
this reason that Jesus was so direct and so harsh.  He was 
attempting to break them free from their obstinacy and 
prideful ways. 
 

The most important lesson we can take from this passage 
is to seek the humility, openness and genuineness of the 
tax collectors and prostitutes.  They were praised by our 
Lord because they could see and accept the honest 
truth.  Sure, they were sinners, but God can forgive sin 
when we are aware of our sin.  If we are not willing to 
see our sin, then it’s impossible for God’s grace to enter 
in and heal. 
 

Reflect, today, upon how open you are to seeing the 
truth of God and, especially, to seeing your own fallen 
and sinful state.  Do not be afraid to humble yourself  
before God, admitting your faults and failures. Embrac-
ing this level of humility will open the doors of God’s 
mercy toward you. 
 

Lord, help me to always humble myself before You.  When 
pride and self-righteousness enter in, help me to hear Your 
strong words and to repent of my obstinate ways.  I am a 
sinner, dear Lord.  I beg for Your perfect mercy.  Jesus, I 
trust in You. 
 
Source: https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/ordinary-time-weeks-18-34/twenty-sixth
-week-in-ordinary-time/ 

26th 
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR  A 

Sunday, 27 September 2020 
A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 



Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for our sisters and brothers who are in Victoria and 
New South Wales and around the world who have been   
affected because of the Corona Virus Pandemic—those 
who are sick, for their healing; those who are in isolation 

and those FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first responders, volunteers and non-
health workers) for their protection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, that they would listen to 
the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they will do. Let us be one with them even in prayer. 
 

We pray for the special intentions... 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah 
Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Maurice Byrne, Julian Letter, Bonita   
Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, John Dawson, Betty Donovan, Lorelie Donkin, Cirila Adams, Jose  
Vecchio, Tegan Castellaro, Chris Probert, India Heslop, Sue Dechow, Lucyna Collins, John and 
Stefania Kopec, Victor Cruz, Zoe Whittingstall, Comple Family, Chloe Field and her unborn baby. 
 

Anniversary of Death for this month… Pietro Vanni, Peter Nguyen Huan, Domenico and Carmela 
Lembo, Josefina Go,  
 

Recent Death…  Fr. Napoleon Jinon, OSJ, Carlo Gregorio, Frances Kolanek, Alma Hermosa, Mary 
McGlynn 
 
If you have a loved one who wishes to be included or you would like to update our information in our 

prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

ROSARY STATUES:     Pilgrim Statue      Julian & Anne          Filipino Statue       Gary & Net 
                                                                            Letter                                                   Garcia 

Our PARISH OFFICE might be close, but we are still here to serve you! 
Anything you need about the parish, priests, Sacraments, Mass intentions, schedules and bulletin     
information and appointments please do not hesitate to contact us:          
                          Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

PARISH FINANCE UPDATE 

Your donation can make a big difference.  
If you’re interested to extend your help,  
we suggest couple of useful options.  
 

OPTION 1: Planned Giving Pledge Forms 
are now available for 2020-2021. If interested, 
you may approached the priest after the Mass. 
 
OPTION 2:  
     ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
      Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish     
      BSB:   086-006  A/C:  84-698-5771 
If possible, could you please add a narration 

such as “NAME for Planned Giving” so we can 
identify the money when it comes into the      
account.  
 

You want to give to the Collection Basket 
but NO CASH? 
It’s not a problem anymore. In the foyer of the 
church, TAP & PAY is now also available… 
This may just be a trial period, but it truly 
works. Have a go and see, and tell me how did  
you go. 
 

Once again, thank you very much for your   
generosity and support. God bless! 
                     - Fr Chris, OSJ 

Fr Joeffrey, OSJ will be taking half of his annual holiday starting 28 September until 9 October.  
Let’s wish him a peaceful and prayerful break and pray for his safe travel. 
 

Let us also remember all the staff of St Joseph’s College and Catechists of the Parish. It has 
been a tough semester due to the high demand of the pandemic. As they finish this 3rd leg, the 
whole parish community would like to thank them for their outstanding performance in this diffi-
cult time. They have been so   supportive and caring to all the families that they serve through   
education and catechism. We wish them a restful and relaxing break that, as they come back, they 
are fully invigorated again to do the last leg of the year. Enjoy your break! 
 

Our Year 12’s will be finishing soon in this most interesting per iod of time. Let ’s 
cheer them and support them by way of writing a little bit of prayer and inspiring and         
encouraging messages. All of these notes and cards will be given to them on their Re-
treat in the middle of October.  



 

PARISH  
SACRAMENTAL 
DATES for 2020 
   

CONFIRMATION 
 Parent/ Child Workshop 
Wednesday, 4 November, SJC UA at 6:30pm 
 

 Celebration of the Sacrament with Bishop 
Gerard 

Due to Covid restrictions, we have two sets of 
celebrations: 14 November (Saturday) at 6pm and 
15 November (Sunday) at 9:30am both in Holy 
Family Church. We might add extra Masses on this 
particular day to accommodate more of our Mass 
goers, but we will inform you prior to this date. 

For those who will be travelling this 
weekend, wherever you go,   
whether it’s for business or      
pleasure always be safe and enjoy. 
Have fun on your    long   weekend! 

Feast Day:  
ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
27 September is the feast 
day of St Vincent De Paul. 
He was born in Aquitaine on 
24 April 1581, and became a 
priest on 23 September 1600. 
He devoted his whole life to 
the service of the poor. He 
founded a congregation of 

priests of missionary work, groups of laymen 
to help paupers and galley-slaves with St 
Louise de Marillac, the Sisters of Charity. 
 
“I will always welcome joyfully any opportunity that 

comes my way to be of service to you.” - SVDP 

Please come and join us to a Bible Study in a Lectio 
Divina Way on Tuesday, 29 September in the  
Presbytery (beside St Joseph’s Church). You may 
come by 6pm for a light supper and for 6:30pm 
start.  
 

What to bring? 
 Bring your own bible. 
 You may bring notebook and pen to jot down 

some notes and reflections. 
 You may bring a plate to share. 
 Yourself. 

For more information, you can have a chat with  
Fr. Chris, OSJ: 0481465712. 

NEWS ON STELLA MARIS…                 
 

Stella Maris is the largest ship-visiting charity 
in the world.  It is a global network of over 
1,000 chaplains and volunteers in 334 ports 
spread across 59 countries. Each year this   
remarkable team conducts around 70,000 ship 
visits to provide welfare services, advice, 
friendship, practical and pastoral care to all 
seafarers, regardless of nationality, belief or 
race. 
 

Australia Post will release a commemora-
tive envelope later this month celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the Catholic 
Church’s ministry to seafarers through the 
Apostleship of the Sea. 
 

The postage-paid envelope, which will cost 
$1.35, features an historical image of an    
Australian port and a photo of Melbourne 
Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli visiting his 
local Stella Maris centre in 2018. 
 

Bishop Bosco Puthur, Bishop Promoter for the 
Apostleship of the Sea Australia, said he was 
thrilled to learn that Australia Post had agreed 
to showcase the ministry’s work. 
 

“Our Stella Maris chaplains, workers and   
volunteers are very excited that their          
dedication is being recognised in this way, but 
they ultimately want this to be a moment that 
highlights the critical role of the seafarers they 
serve,” he said. Aside from that, a new brand 
logo has been released to commemorate 
this special event. 

 
 

OCTOBER DEVOTION  
October is month of the Rosary. To commemorate 
this special devotion on Mary, 25minutes before 
all weekend Masses, we will pray the Holy      
Rosary to be lead by our team from the Legion 
of Mary with an intention for the healing of the 
world. 
To highlight this event, we will have an overnight 
Vigil (Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament) after 
the 12Noon Mass on Friday, 30 October and close 
the celebration with a Mass the next day which is 
Saturday at 9am in St Joseph’s Church. Everyone 
is welcome to join! 



We are still on Phase 4! 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Even though few restrictions have been lifted particularly about 
number of patrons, we will still keep Holy Family Church for 
100 attendees and St Joseph’s Church for 65 attendees while 
securing the 2 square metre ruling. With this in mind, we are  
endeavouring to accommodate as many parishioners as possible. 
 

On this regard, although we will have more people in each of the 
churches, I would like to ask everyone to please still strictly    
observe the protocols that we have in place.  

 Attendance will be strictly on a ‘first come, first serve basis’. 
 Please sanitise your hands thoroughly. 
 Once you get a copy of the news bulletin, please bring it home. 

Do not leave it behind.  
 Observe social distancing. However, if you belong to one 

household, you may seat together. 
 COMMUNION is to be received by the hand. 
 Please ONLY sit on the marked seats in the church. 
 Sanitising wipes are available for you to use.  
 FOR THE MASS COLLECTION, a collector will go 

around with a basket on a stick to refrain from passing. In St 
Joseph, we will just have one set of collection. So if you 
have the Planned Giving Envelopes, you may include them 
with the first; while, in Holy Family, we will still keep the 
two sets of collection. 

OUR TIMETABLES are as follows:  
(Due to pandemic, schedules may be subject to change without prior notice.) 

 

DAILY MASSES  
In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Saturday - 9:00AM Mass 
 

Friday - 12:00 Noon Mass 
**First Friday - Healing Mass 
 
 

Daily Devotions: 
Mon, Wed and Thurs (8:30AM)  - LAUDS (Morning Prayer)  
  

Tuesday (8:30AM) - ROSARY 
 

Friday (10:00AM) - Adoration to the Blessed  
                             Sacrament; Divine Chaplet before the Mass 
 

Saturday (9:45AM - onwards) - SACRAMENT OF  
                                                      RECONCILIATION 
 

**First Thursday - Holy Hour at 6:00PM 

**St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer and    
devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Holy Family Church 
       6:00PM - Saturday 
       9:30AM - Sunday 
St Joseph’s Church 
             7:30AM and 5:00PM - Sunday 
**Stations Masses (Gnowangerup, Bremer Bay and Ongerup) will now 
resume also. 

 
UNDERSTANDING THE 

PARTS OF THE MAS (SERIES) 
By Fr. Francis J. Hoffman, JCD 
 
 
Why do we begin with the  
SIGN OF THE CROSS and  
GREETING? 
 

We begin the Mass – as we begin 
almost every prayer and          
sacrament – by making the Sign 
of the Cross, using the exact 
words that Jesus taught us (Mt. 
28:19) just before He ascended 
into heaven. By signing ourselves 
with the cross as we say “In the 
Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen,” we call to mind two   
central truths of our Faith: that 
God is a trinity of persons, and 
that our Saviour Jesus Christ 
died for us on the cross. No  
other gesture so clearly marks a 
person as a Roman Catholic    
than the Sign of the Cross. 
 
Next, the celebrant greets the 
faithful with the words, “The 
Lord be with you,” to which they 
respond, “And with your spirit.” 
What a wonderful greeting, what 
a wonderful wish! What could 
possibly be better than having the 
Lord with us? And what could 
possibly be better than the Lord 
being with your spirit in the state 
of grace? 
 
Have you noticed that the more 
enthusiastic and robust the        
response by the congregation 
(“And with your spirit!!!”), the 
better the homily will be minutes 
later? 
 
 

 
Q & A Portion… If you have any question 
about faith, church,  sacrament, etc. feel 
free to message us, and we are happy to 
answer them and post them here. 


