
Today’s Readings… 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1,6-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 

Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15,29-32 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
 Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good 
News of the kingdom and healed all who 
were sick. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
With the Lord there is mercy; in Him is 
plentiful redemption. 
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The Silence of God 
And behold, a Canaanite woman of that district came and 

called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My 
daughter is tormented by a demon.”  But Jesus did not 
say a word in answer to her. Jesus’ disciples came and 
asked him, “Send her away, for she keeps calling out  

after us.”  Matthew 15:22-23 
 

This is one of those fascinating stories in which      
Jesus’ actions could be easily misunderstood.  As the 
story unfolds, Jesus replies to this woman’s desire for 
help by stating, “It is not right to take the food of the 
children and throw it to the dogs.”  Ouch!  This      
initially sounds rude.  But of course it wasn’t since 
Jesus was never rude. 
 

Jesus’ initial silence toward this woman and His 
seemingly rude words are actions through which    
Jesus is able to not only purify this woman’s faith, 
but also give her the opportunity to manifest her faith 
for all to see.  In the end, Jesus cries out, “O woman, 
great is your faith!” 
 

If you desire to walk down the road of holiness, this 
story is for you.  It’s a story by which we come to  
understand that great faith comes as a result of purifi-
cation and unwavering trust.  This woman states to 
Jesus, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps 
that fall from the table of their masters.”  In other 
words, she begged for mercy despite her unworthi-
ness. 
 

It’s essential to understand that at times God appears 
to be silent.  This is an act of deep love on His part 
because it is actually an invitation to turn to Him on a 
very deep level.  God’s silence allows us to move 
from a faith fed by accolades and emotion to a faith 
fostered by pure trust in His mercy.   
 

Reflect, today, upon those moments in life when you 
feel as though God is silent.  Know that those        
moments are actually moments of invitation to trust 
on a new and deeper level.  Make an act of trust and 
allow your faith to become more fully purified so that 
God can do great things in you and through you! 
 

Lord, I acknowledge that I am unworthy of Your grace 
and mercy in my life in every way.  But I also 
acknowledge that You are merciful beyond comprehen-
sion and that Your mercy is so great that You desire to 
pour it forth upon me, a poor and unworthy sinner.  I 
beg for that mercy, dear Lord, and I place my complete 
trust in You.  Jesus, I do trust in You. 

20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Year A                                 
Sunday, 16 August 2020 

A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 



AROUND OUR PARISH  
Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

We pray for our sisters and brothers who are in Victoria and New 
South Wales and around the world who have been affected because 
of the Corona Virus Pandemic—those who are sick, for their heal-
ing; those who are in isolation and those FRONTLINERS 

(healthcare workers, peacemakers, first responders, volunteers and non-health workers) for their pro-
tection from harm; and to all our civil leaders, that they would listen to the voice of the Spirit in every 
decision that they will do. Let us be one with them even in prayer. 
 

We pray for the special intentions... 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah 
Stevenson, Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Mary McGlynn, Maurice Byrne, Julian 
Letter, Bonita Stevenson, Gary Maxine Fryatt, John Dawson, Betty Donovan, Vicky Southworth,  
Lorelie Donkin, Chloe Fields and the baby, Buddy Bernolo, Cirila Adams, Jose Vecchio, Tegan   
Castellaro, Chris Probert 
 

Recent Death… Lidia Smargiassi, Antoine Philip Gueho, Catherine Tran, Enrique Lamaton, 
                           Maxine Fenn, Sr. Patricia Burns RNDM, Margaret 
 

Anniversary of Death… Zac Probert, Agnes Tuazon, Barrie John Pauley, Bert Moscufo, Phil Lloyd, 
Nellie Donovan, Ainslie Lamalie, Cecilia Wanke, John Stephen Roberts 
 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included or you would like to update our information in our 
prayer list, please do not hesitate to message or ring us. 

ROSARY STATUES:     Pilgrim Statue     Adrian & Remie      Filipino Statue     Rogene & Hydie 
                                                                     Hetherington                                            Delima 

Our PARISH OFFICE might be close, but we are still here to serve you! 
Anything you need about the parish, priests, Sacraments, Mass intentions and schedules, please do 
not hesitate to contact us:          
                          Phone: (08) 9841 1129           Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

This year’s Social Justice Statement To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia Today,  
encourages faith communities, governments and each one of us, to make mental health a priority.  

From this year, the date for Social Justice Sunday has shifted to the last Sunday in August. So we 
will celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 30 August. Watch this page of our website for more       
information and the complete text of the statement: https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au 

ASSUMPTION OF MARY: EXPLAINED 
In 1950 Pope Pius XII invoked papal infallibility to define the dogma of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin in his Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus: We proclaim and define it 
to be a dogma revealed by God that the immaculate Mother of God, Mary ever virgin, when the 
course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven. 
 

Munificentissimus Deus emphasised Mary's unity with her divine son and as his mother, she is the 
mother of his church which is his body; she is the "new Eve" (the term is used three times), paral-
leling Christ as the new Adam; and by her assumption she has attained the final bodily resurrec-
tion promised to all Christians, and the Church has reached its ultimate salvation. These three plus 
the Perpetual Virginity of Mary make up the four Marian dogmas of the Catholic church. 
 

The dogma of the Assumption followed from the 1854 definition of Mary's Immaculate Concep-
tion (her freedom from original sin), and both developed from the recognition of her status as 
the Mother of God, meaning that she, like Jesus, was without sin, preserved from corrup-
tion, resurrected, received into heaven, and a recipient of corporeal glory. 



SPECIAL DATE TO  
REMEMBER 
 

 

 15 August (Saturday) 
Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
This day is a holy day of obligation. 
Mass will be at 9:00AM in St Joseph’s 
Church. 

 

PARISH  
SACRAMENTAL 
DATES for 2020 

 
RECONCILIATION 

 Parent/ Child Workshop 
Wednesday, 26 August, SJC UA at 6:30pm 
    

 Students ONLY Workshop  
Thursday, 27 August, SJC UA at 12:45-3pm 
 

 Celebration of the Sacrament 
Wednesday, 16 September, SJC UA at 6:30pm 
              

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 Students ONLY Reflection Day 
Friday, 28 August, SJC UA at 11am-3pm 
 

 Celebration of the Sacrament 
Sunday, 30 August, 9:30am in Holy Family 
Church to be followed with a Morning Tea in SJC 
UA. 
            

CONFIRMATION 
 Parent/ Child Workshop 
Wednesday, 4 November, SJC UA at 6:30pm 
 

 Celebration of the Sacrament with Bishop 
Gerard 

Sunday, 15 November, 9:30am in Holy Family 
Church to be followed with a Morning Tea in SJC 
UA… to be catered for by Parish Hospitality 
Committee. GRIEF and  

BEREAVEMENT  
and VISITATION  
MINISTRY  

The aim of this ministry is to give support 
and to serve as a bridge of love to everyone 
in our parish community especially to those 
who are suffering from loss, who are sick, 
homebound, in nursing homes and  hospital, 
or to anyone who just want to have a chat, 
felt lonely and isolated. 
 

If you are interested or know anyone who will 
be interested to receive this pastoral care      
service of our parish regardless of creed, colour 
and code without judgement or for anything, 
please do not hesitate to  contact us through the 
parish office and look for Colleen Purdon, 
Mike Trafalski or  Anne Letter.  
All information will be treated private and  
confidential. 

St Vincent de Paul  
URGENTLY NEED  
donations of the following items in 

good condition: bed bases and mattresses,  
dining tables and chairs, chest of drawers, 
bedside cupboards, pots and pans. Please 
phone SVDP on 9841 6326 for collection 
of goods. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

We are ONLINE!! 
Check-out our website to be updated 
with what’s going on in our parish 
community. www.albanycatholicparish.org.au 
 

Also, if you want to receive the weekly parish bulletin 
via e-mail, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Parish Prayer Group 
Meeting will resume every Wednesday from 
7:30pm until 9pm at New Camfield to sing 
nad pray for the parish and healing of the 
world. All are welcome. For other information 
and prayer request, you may contact the     
Agnes Fleck 9841 7767. 

CWL SOCIAL MEETING  
It will be at the View Restaurant on the    
18 August (Tuesday) @ 
1pm. All most welcome but   
bookings essentially a must. 
Please ring Jenny 
0438241100. 

Would you be    
interested to join 
us to a Bible Study 
fortnightly that 
will commence in 
September? If YES, please message us your 
interest or have a chat with Fr. Chris. 



We are still on Phase 4! 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Even though few restrictions have been lifted particularly 
about number of patrons, we will still keep Holy Family 
Church for 100 attendees and St Joseph’s Church for 
65 attendees while  secur ing the 2 square metre      
ruling. With this in mind, we are endeavouring to         
accommodate as many parishioners as possible. 
 

On this regard, although we will have more people in 
each of the churches, I would like to ask        everyone to 
please still strictly observe the protocols that we have in 
place.  
 

 Attendance will be strictly on a ‘first come, first 
serve basis’. 

 Please sanitise your hands thoroughly. 
 Once you get a copy of the news bulletin, please 

bring it home. Do not leave it behind.  
 Observe social distancing. However, if you belong to 

one household, you may seat together. 
 COMMUNION is to be received by the hand. 
 Please ONLY sit on the marked seats in the church. 

Sanitising wipes are available for you to use. 
For the Collection, a collector will go around with a bas-
ket on a stick to refrain from passing. 

OUR TIMETABLES are as follows:  
(Due to pandemic, schedules may be subject to change without prior notice.) 

 

DAILY MASSES  
In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Saturday - 9:00AM Mass 
 

Friday - 12:00 Noon Mass 
**First Friday - Healing Mass 
 
 

Daily Devotions: 
Mon, Wed and Thurs (8:30AM)  - LAUDS   
  

Tuesday (8:30AM) - ROSARY 
 

Friday (10:00AM) - Adoration to the Blessed  
                                   Sacrament 
 

Saturday (9:45AM - onwards) - SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 
 

**First Thursday - Holy Hour at 6:00PM 

**St Joseph’s Church is open for personal prayer 
and devotion from 9:30am until 5:00pm everyday. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Holy Family Church 
       6:00PM - Saturday 
       9:30AM - Sunday 
St Joseph’s Church 
             7:30AM and 5:00PM - Sunday 
**Stations Masses (Gnowangerup, Bremer Bay and Ongerup) 
will now resume also. 

 
 
 
 
 
Is the Catholic Mass really the same 
all around the world every time it is        
celebrated? 
Yes! No matter where or when you go to 
Mass, you will always know what you’re 
going to get! Jesus Christ celebrated the 
first Mass with His disciples at the Last 
Supper, the night before He died. He com-
manded His disciples, “Do this in         
remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19). The 
celebration of the Mass then became the 
main form of worship in the early Church, 
as a re-enactment of the Last Supper, as 
Christ had commanded. 
 

Each and every Mass since commemorates 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross through the 
Holy Eucharist. Because the Mass “re-
presents” (makes present) the sacrifice on 
Calvary, Catholics all around the world 
join together to be made present in 
Christ’s timeless sacrifice for our sins. 
There is something fascinating about con-
tinuing to celebrate the same Mass—
instituted by Christ and practiced by the 
early Church—with the whole community 
of Catholics around the world…and in 
heaven. 
 
 
I feel like Mass is really boring. How 
can I fix that? 
First of all, a lot of things seem boring to 
us if we haven’t taken the time to really 
learn about them. Perhaps you can think of 
a sport that seemed really dull and confus-
ing to you until you learned the rules of 
the game. Then, everything became much 
more exciting. Why? Because you were 
“in the know,” and that made participating 
so much better. The more we learn about 
the Mass, the more we fall in love with it 
and can get more out of our experience at 
Mass. If you learn about the biblical roots 
of the Mass parts, why we do what we do 
(sit, stand, kneel, cross ourselves, use holy 
water, etc.), and how important the Eucha-
rist is in our lives, you will begin looking 
forward to participating in all of these 
things when you go to Mass because 
you’ll know what’s going on! Also,    
practicing your faith is like practicing a 
sport. Sometimes, practicing can be       
difficult, but we have to remember that 
practice points toward a goal—the game. 
At each and every Mass, we practice what 
it will be like to worship God in heaven, 
which will bring us supreme joy and no 
boredom. Start using Mass as an oppor-
tunity to practice prayer, practice talking 
to God, practice learning the story of the 
Bible through the readings, and so on. Use 
other resources to learn more about the 
Mass, and you will discover more the gift 
that it gives. 


