
 
Welcome to the Holy Family Parish Catholic Community  

Albany, Western Australia 

FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER  —Year A   
                                   Sunday 3 May 2020 

                                                                                      A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

Today’s Readings … 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
Year A—3 May 2020 
 

First Reading:  Acts 2:14,36-41 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
The Lord is my shepherd: there 
is nothing I shall want. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:20-25 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good  
shepherd, says the Lord; I know 
my own sheep and my own know 
me. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  John 10:1-10 

JESUS AS THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Jesus offers a clear contrast among shepherds.  This would 
apply to priests, parents and all of us in our own unique 
way.  The contrast He offers is between the ones who care 
deeply for those entrusted to their care, and those who are 
just going through the motions and are more motivated by 
selfishness than sacrificial love. 
 
Jesus perfectly manifested sacrificial love as the Divine 
Shepherd.  He was willing to go all the way for us, His 
sheep.  He was willing to sacrifice everything.  He did not 
let suffering, persecution, rejection and the like deter Him 
from His responsibility of caring for us in a total and com-
plete way.  It should inspire us, console us and encourage 
us to know how deep His love for us really is. 
 
This love is seen, also, in the unwavering love of a parent, 
sibling, or dear friend.  When the love one offers us is un-
wavering, especially in difficult times, this is a great sup-
port.  And love offered to another like this forges a deep 
spiritual bond that is stronger than any hardship we may 
face.  No matter what “wolf” comes our way, we must 
know of the unwavering support of the Divine Shep-
herd.  And when we can see that love made manifest in the 
unwavering support of others, we are doubly blessed. 
 
But the contrast should not be ignored either.  Jesus gives 
the example of “a hired man who is not a shepherd” who 
sees the wolf coming and runs.  It’s important to point out 
how damaging this man is to the people of God.  When he 
runs from his responsibility and gives into selfish motiva-
tion, he leaves the flock untended and vulnerable to attack. 
We should see in this hired man the temptation we all in-
evitably face in life.  It’s hard to stick with it through the 
hard times.  It’s hard to be there for those who need us 
when they need us.  It’s hard to be faithful in all things and 
to never shy away in the face of the temptation of 
fear. Jesus offers His unwavering love and support to us as 
our Shepherd, but He also wants us to return this gift to 
Him by offering this same unwavering commitment to one 
another.  
 
Reflect, today, how well you imitate the Good Shep-
herd.  Where you are lacking, let Him shepherd you so that 
you may shepherd others.  Run to the Good Shepherd and 
trust in His perfect love for you. 
 
Lord, I thank You for Your unwavering support of me as 
my Shepherd.  And I thank You for those who act as Your 
instruments of this deep love and commitment.  Help me 
to fulfill my role of shepherding Your people, the people 
You have placed in my life.  May I never run from the glo-
rious responsibility You have called me to.  Jesus, I trust in 
You. 
 
Source: https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2019/05/11/good-shepherd-sunday/ 



AROUND OUR PARISH   

Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

 

We pray for our sisters and brothers around the 
world who have been affected because of the 
Corona Virus—those who are sick, for their 
healing; those who are in isolation and those 

FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first re-
sponders, volunteers and non-health workers) for their pro-
tection from harm; and civil leaders, that they would listen to 
the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they will do. 
 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY: Ivy Aguado and Harry Capararo 
 
RECENT DEATH: Elizabeth Ficko, Kay Fedigan, Atty.     
                                Reyes Geromo, Neville Laudehr,  
                                Peter Nguyen Kinh and Jadwiga Rys 
 

 
We pray for the special intentions... 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, June Higgins, 
Robert Main, Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, 
Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Mary 
McGlynn, Maurice Byrne, Halina VanMoorsel, Julian 
Letter, Bonita Stevenson, Gary & Maxine Fryatt,           
Lucy Sheridan, John Dawson, Emmet &  Betty Do-
novan, Vicky Southworth, Lorelie Donkin, Vita Grap-
pio 
 

 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included on the 
prayer list , please message or ring us. 
 

Rosary Statues 
      Pilgrim Statue                      Filipino Statue 

 Pierina Della-Benedetti      Cirila Adams 

Today, we congratulate Fr. Randolf 
Subiaco, OSJ as he celebrates his 
4th Sacerdotal Anniversary.  
We thank God for the gift of priest-
hood that he bestowed upon Fr 
Randolf, and continuously pray for 
him that through his generosity in 
saying ‘yes’ to the call of God, he 
may persevere his vocation in serv-
ing the people of God. 

MONTH OF MAY  IS THE MONTH OF MARY 
 

The pious practice of honouring Mary during the month of May has been 
especially recommended by the Popes. Pius XII made frequent reference 
to it and in his great Encyclical on the Sacred Liturgy (Mediator Dei) 
characterized it as one of "other exercises of piety which although not 
strictly belonging to the Sacred Liturgy, are nevertheless of special im-
port and dignity, and may be considered in a certain way to be an addi-
tion to the liturgical cult: they have been approved and praised over and 
over again by the Apostolic See and by the Bishops" (no. 182). 
 

Paul VI wrote a short encyclical in 1965 using the Month of Mary       
devotion as a means of obtaining prayers for peace. He urged the faithful 
to make use of this practice which is "gladdening and consoling" and by 
which the Blessed Virgin Mary is honoured and the Christian people are 
enriched with spiritual gifts" (no. 2). 
 

In May of 2002 Pope John Paul II said, "Today we begin the month dedicated to Our Lady a      
favourite of popular devotion. In accord with a long-standing tradition of devotion, parishes 
and families continue to make the month of May a 'Marian' month, celebrating it with many 
devout liturgical, catechetical and pastoral initiatives!" 



AROUND OUR PARISH 

This may be a very peculiar way of  cele-
brating the Eucharist, but please join us 
celebrate spiritually at home. We may be 

physically isolated, but not separated.  
We are united as the Body of Christ.  

We are the Church!! 

PARISH  
COLLECTIONS 
We have received a num-
ber of enquiries about  
how parishioners can 
continue to support our  
parish during this time 
when public Masses  
have been cancelled. We 
suggest a couple of use-
ful option, particularly 
those that have  
committed to planned 
giving. 
 
 

OPTION 1:  
ONLINE  BANK 
TRANSFER 
 

Account Name:  

Albany Catholic 
Parish 

BSB:   086-006    
A/C:  84-698-5771 

If possible, could you 
please add a narration       
such as “NAME for 
Planned Giving” so we 
can identify the money 
when it comes into the 
account. 

 
OPTION2: CDF Pay 
To be assisted with this 
option, please check out 
our website at: 

www.albanycatholic
parish.org.au. 
 
 
 

Please contact us if you 
have any questions, or if 
you wish to discuss fur-
ther. Thank you for your 
support & co-operation 
during this time.  God 
Bless!                                 
-  Fr Chris, OSJ 

An Act of Consecration to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
Holy Mary, Mother of God and Virgin, 

I choose thee this day for my queen, 
patron, and advocate, and firmly      

resolve and purpose never to abandon 
thee, never to say or do anything 

against thee, nor to permit that aught 
be done by others to dishonour thee. 
Receive me, then, I conjure thee, as 

thy perpetual servant; assist me in all 
my actions, and do not abandon me at 

the hour of my death. Amen.  
 

— St. John Berchmans 



AROUND THE DIOCESE               
AND BEYOND  

 

Reflections for a Time of Pandemic  
“Do We Let Christ Love Us?” 

Bishop Gerard Holohan 
 

A basic belief of our faith is the indescriba-
ble experience of being loved personally by 
the Risen Jesus.   
 
As long as we are experiencing this, we can 
live through any crisis or difficulty that life 
throws at us.  Millions have even been mar-
tyred over the past two thousand years, sus-
tained by this love. 
 
‘Christ’ and ‘love’ are often spoken of in 
the same breath.  However, to really ‘know’ 
– rather than just ‘know about’ – the per-
sonal love of the Risen Jesus for us, we 
have actually to be experiencing it. 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses two images 
to help us appreciate his love: 
 
The first is the image of a shepherd, an im-
age used by prophets when teaching about 
God’s love for Israel 
The second is the gate to the sheep fold or 
sheep pen. 
 
The work of a shepherd 
In Jesus’ time, a shepherd looked after a 
small flock of sheep.  He spent the day with 
them, watching over them, leading them to 
good pastures, tending their wounds from 
thorns and brambles and defending them 
against predators. 
 
A shepherd knew each sheep in the flock 
like a pet – and each sheep knew the shep-
herd.  At night, a shepherd and his flock 
would join other shepherds and their flocks 
in a walled sheep fold or pen, where all 
could rest safely.  There would be a large 
gathering of sheep from different flocks. 
 
In the morning, each shepherd would call 
his sheep who would then separate from 
the other sheep and follow him out of the 

sheep fold.   
 
This is what 
Jesus is refer-
ring to in to-
day’s Gospel 
when he taught  
 
… the sheep 
know his 
voice, one by 
one he calls his 
own sheep and 
leads them out 
… and the 

sheep follow because they know his voice. 
 
The image of a shepherd was used before 
the time of Jesus as an image of the God 
who loved the descendants of Abraham. 
 
The ‘gate’ 
Then Jesus speaks of himself as the ‘gate’ 
through which both shepherds and flocks 
enter the sheep fold.  Here he is alluding to 
the Church whom both shepherds and 
flocks can only enter through himself. 
 
The shepherds are those the Risen Jesus 
has called to minister to the flocks or com-
munities of the baptised.  These shepherds 
were signs of Jesus’ love for his followers.   
 
These shepherds can minister to their 
flocks only because the Risen Jesus – the 
gate – has admitted them to fulfil this role. 
 
This is why, traditionally, we reflect upon 
the love of the Risen Jesus, who describes 
himself as ‘the Good Shepherd’, for each 
person who belongs to a parish or another 
faith community within his Church.   We 
reflect too upon those he calls to be signs 
of his love – our priests – on the Fourth 
Sunday of Easter each year. 
 

  (Part 1 of 3) 
 


