
 
Welcome to the Holy Family Parish Catholic Community  

Albany, Western Australia 

SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER  —Year A   
                                   Sunday, 17 May 2020 

                                                                                      A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

Today’s Readings… 
 
First Reading:  Acts 8:5-8,14-17 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Let all the earth cry out to God 
with joy. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:15-18 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me 
will keep my words, and my Father 
will love them and we will come to 
them. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  John 14:15-21 

COMING OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH 
 

On this, the Sixth Sunday of Easter, we begin to turn our 
eyes toward the coming of the Holy Spirit.  In this passage 
above, Jesus speaks of asking the Father to send another 
Advocate to be with us always.  This Advocate is the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Interestingly, Jesus uses the title, “Spirit of Truth” to refer 
to the Holy Spirit.  He also points out that the world cannot 
accept the Holy Spirit. 
 

We are currently living in what we may call the “Age of 
the Holy Spirit.” This is the age that Jesus spoke about 
with His Apostles.  Therefore, it’s good to look at the  
coming of the Holy Spirit in the way Jesus revealed it. 
 

First, regarding the title, “Spirit of Truth,” we should   
ponder whether we are able and willing to accept the full 
Truth that comes with receiving the Holy Spirit.  If we are 
of the world, embracing worldly ideas and values, then we 
will not be able to accept the Holy Spirit.  However, if we 
are able to see the errors of our world and the many false 
values within it, we will more easily be able to reject those 
values and embrace the Holy Spirit and the many truths 
that the Spirit reveals. 
 

Furthermore, if we are open to the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, we will receive the greatest Advocate we can have 
in life.  The Holy Spirit is THE Advocate, meaning, the 
only helper we need.  Becoming consumed by the Holy 
Spirit provides us with every grace necessary in life. 
 

Reflect, today, upon the fact that Jesus’ promise to His 
Apostles has been fulfilled and that you have the ability to 
receive that promise here and now in your life.  Say a 
prayer to the Holy Spirit and anticipate celebrating       
Pentecost Sunday in two weeks.  
 
 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle 
in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and 
they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the 
earth. 
 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the 
hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we 
may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations, 
Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2017/05/20/the-coming-of-the-spirit-of-truth/ 



AROUND OUR PARISH  
Our Parish Prayer   
Intention this week  

 

We pray for our sisters and broth-
ers around the world who have 
been affected because of the Coro-

na Virus—those who are sick, for their healing; 
those who are in isolation and those FRONT-
LINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, 
first responders, volunteers and non-health 
workers) for their protection from harm; and 
civil leaders, that they would listen to the voice 
of the Spirit in  every decision that they will do. 
 
RECENT DEATH: Elizabeth Ficko, Kay Fedi-
gan, Atty. Reyes Geromo, Neville Laudehr, Pe-
ter Nguyen Kinh, Jadwiga Rys, Dolores Navio, 
Julian Vitali and Emmet Donovan. 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARY: Jim Heslop 
 

We pray for the special intentions... 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, 
June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell, 
Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio 
Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, 
Mary McGlynn, Maurice Byrne, Halina 
VanMoorsel, Julian Letter, Bonita Steven-
son, GaryMaxine Fryatt, Lucy Sheridan, 
John Dawson, Betty Donovan, Vicky 
Southworth, Lorelie Donkin,  
Vita Grappio,  
 
If you have a loved one who wishes to be    
included on the prayer list , please message  
or ring us. 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
We are committed to continue 
our services to all our parish-
ioners. Please help us for the 
continuity in sharing the     
Gospel through your donations. 
We suggest a couple of useful 
option, particularly those that 
have committed to planned giv-
ing. 
 
 
OPTION 1: CDF Pay 
To be assisted with this option, 
please check out our website at:     
www.albanycatholicparish.org
.au. 
 
OPTION 2: Planned Giving 
Envelopes are now available 
for 2020-2021. 

OPTION 3:  
ONLINE  BANK  
TRANSFER 
Account Name:  
Albany Catholic Parish 
BSB:   086-006    
A/C:  84-698-5771 
If possible, could you please 
add a narration such as 
“NAME for Planned Giving” 
so we can identify the money 
when it comes into the account. 
 
 

Please contact us if you have 
any questions, or if you wish to 
discuss further. Thank you for 
your support & co-operation 
during this time.  God Bless!      
- Fr Chris, OSJ                               
 

ROSARY STATUES:      Pilgrim Statue   Antonietta Eli             Filipino Statue    Janera Tuazon        

Month of May is the Month of Mary: 
 

On Mary… 
 
The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Church 
and therefore the example, as well as the guide and    
inspiration, of everyone who, in and through the 
Church, seeks to be the servant of God and man and the 
obedient agent of the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit, as Pope Leo XIII reminded us, is the 
soul of the Church: All the activity and service of the 
members of the Church, beginning with the supreme 
participation of the Blessed Mother in the work of the 
Church, is vivified by the Holy Spirit as the body, in all 
its activities, is vivified by its soul. The Holy Spirit is the 
Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter which Christ    
Himself sent to be our consolation in the sorrowful  
mysteries of life, our source of moderation in the joyful 
mysteries of life, our added principle of exaltation in the 
glorious mysteries of life. 
 
So He was for the Blessed Mother; so also He is for the 
least of us; so also He is for the rest of the Church, even 
for those who are its unconscious but conscientious 
members. 
 
Wherever there is faith there is the example of Mary, 
because she lived by faith as the Scriptures remind us.... 
 
If, then, piety is the virtue which binds us to the sources 
of all life, to God, to our parents, to the Church, to 
Christ, certainly Christian piety binds us, in grateful 
love, to Mary — or our acceptance of Christ and of the 
mystery of our kinship with Him is imperfect, partial, 
and unfulfilled. 
 
— Cardinal John Wright 

An Act of Consecration to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
Holy Mary, Mother of God and   

Virgin, I choose thee this day for my 
queen, patron, and advocate, and 

firmly resolve and purpose never to 
abandon thee, never to say or do   

anything against thee, nor to permit 
that aught be done by others to     

dishonour thee. Receive me, then,    
I conjure thee, as thy perpetual   

servant; assist me in all my actions, 
and do not abandon me at the hour 

of my death. Amen.  
 

— St. John Berchmans 



OUR CHURCH SERVICE  
IS BACK! 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
As you all know, the Government is allowing 
places of worship to open to the public starting 
on Monday, 18 May 2020. On this note, our 
Bishop has given a set of protocols which we 
need to follow. Please check our website for the 
complete text. 
 
On this regard, I would like to ask everyone to 
please observe the following directions as we 
open our churches for public celebrations: 
 
1. Only 20 attendees are allowed to be 

accommodated in every service 
(excluding the ministers which may up to 10 
extra people). Please bear with us if we can’t 
accommodate everyone at the same time. So, 
a couple of configurations are to be observed: 

 

 Attendace will be strictly on a ‘first come, 
first serve basis’. We highly encourage you 
to ‘Book-A-Seat’, the same as you would in a 
restaurant. If you will be missing your booking 
appointment, please notify us as soon as        
possible, so that we can give the slot to others. 
You can reach us through: 
 

Phone: (08) 9841 1129 
Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 

Web: www.albanycatholicparish.org.au 
 
 

 For ‘Walk-Ins’, a volunteer will stand by 
the door to welcome you. Please wait to be   
seated.  
 

 If you happen to arrive and cannot be accom-
modated, you may either stay in your car and 
attend the Mass Online and wait for the priest 
for the blessing and Communion; or you may 
attend the other Mass times.  

 

 If you can access the Daily Mass easily, 
please do so and leave room at the Sunday 
Masses for others.  

 

 We will keep the TIMETABLE that we set in 
time of the pandemic, as LIVESTREAMING 
will still be available, both on Facebook and 
YouTube. Please search:  

            ALBANY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

DAILY MASSES  
In St Joseph’s Church ONLY 

Monday - Saturday at 9AM 
 

Daily Devotions: 
Mon, Wed and Fri (8:30AM)  - LAUDS   
  

Tuesday (8:30AM) - ROSARY 
 

Wednesday (6:00PM) - Prayer: THE SEVEN          
SORROWS AND JOYS OF ST JOSEPH 
 

Thursday (8:00AM) - HOLY HOUR 
 

Saturday (9:45AM - onwards) - SACRAMENT 
OF RECONCILIATION 
 

**St Joseph’s Church will be open for       
personal prayer and devotion from 9:30am 
until 5:00pm. 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Simultaneous celebrations both in  

St Joseph’s Church and Holy Family Church.  
 

     7:30AM     9:30AM     5:00PM 
 
 

2. Observe social distancing, avoid hand shaking, 
and wash your hand with hand sanitising gel  
available at the foyer of the church before and   
after the service. 
 

3. If you are not well or susceptible to any virus 
particularly for the babies and elderlies, please 
stay at home. Do not worry. God understands. In 
lieu of this, we are happy to visit you and give you 
Communion at home. Please communicate with us 
if you would like to access this. 
 

4. Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or 
sneeze. 
 

5. Please ONLY sit on the marked seats in the 
church. 
 

6. It is mandated that we have to take the contact 
details only of each person who is in either of the 
churches. Please do not be offended when we ask 
for these details. They will be treated confidentially.  
 

7. For all the ministers, we will still stop with the 
existing roster that we have. For the readers, you 
may help in the reading, if you happen to be there. 
Also, if you would like to voluntarily help  
“BEFORE-DURING-AFTER CHURCH  SER-
VICES” especially during Sundays, we would re-
ally be glad to have you on board. 
 
Thank you for your kind understanding. If you 
have any questions or would like to volunteer, 
please do not hesitate to ring or message us. We 
are all in this together. Let’s all do our part. God 
bless!        
 

Fr Christian Saminal, OSJ 
Parish Priest 



AROUND THE DIOCESE               
AND BEYOND  

Reflections for a Time of Pandemic  
“Do We Let Christ Love Us?” 

Bishop Gerard Holohan 
 
The ritual 
Priests receive these charisms as the Bishop lays his 
hands over their heads and prays the Prayer of Conse-
cration.  This is how the charisms of       ordained 
ministers have been received since the time of the 
Apostles. 
 
The need to develop the charisms 
Like any gifts, those received through the Sacrament 
of Orders need to be developed.  As St Paul wrote to 
Timothy, whom St Paul had ordained  
 
This is why I am reminding you now to fan into a 
flame the gift of God that you possess though the lay-
ing on of my hands. 
 
As a priest draws on the charisms he has received, 
especially by praying for help to fulfil responsibilities 
he finds difficult,  that Christ gradually empowers 
him through the Holy Spirit in his areas of weakness.  
For example, if shyness makes home visitation or 
staying to talk to people after Mass difficult, the 
priest can rise above this through the empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit through the charism he has re-
ceived through ordination for building Christian com-
munity. 
 

It is by developing the charisms of his priesthood that 
a priest finds fulfilment.  No priest can ever be happy 
if he remains in his comfort zone. 
 

Christ loves us by offering guidance for our lives 
through the ministry of priests 
The gospels highlight the commitment of Jesus to 
forming those he was sending out on mission.  Exam-
ples include him explaining to them the Parable of 
the Sower emphasising the need in pastoral work to 
prioritise those who had drifted from the flock teach-
ing how to respond to someone who has caused some 
harm revealing the power of his Resurrection for 
their lives, and the need to open themselves to it by 
accepting life’s crosses, especially those which result 
from trying to live as Jesus taught stressing that 
Christian leadership can only be through service.  
 

Jesus loves us by teaching us today through the Spir-
it. As we reflect prayerfully on how his teachings re-
late to our daily lives, the Spirit stirs thoughts and in-
sights which deepen our understanding and strength-
en our faith. 
 

The ministry of priests 
Among other ways, for this to happen, Jesus seeks to 
teach us through the ministry of priests as they try to 
help us relate the Gospel to our   daily lives.  Ways 
they do so include: homilies, sacramental prepara-
tion, spiritual conversation, conversation with the 
sick and the frail as they talk about concerns when 
the priest visits them, giving talks on the Christian 
message in classrooms and adult faith education 
settings. 
 

The effectiveness of a priest in his teaching of the 
Gospel as an instrument of Christ depends upon his 
personal conversion.   
 
 

Christ loves us by deepening our relationship with 
himself through the ministry of priests. 
Jesus shares and nurtures his divine life in us through 
various ways, the most important of which are the 
sacraments.  As believers grow in holiness, they draw 
closer to the Risen Christ.  In the Gospels, we read of 
him commanding his followers to baptise those who 
wanted to convert to become his disciples promising 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, a promise fulfilled at 
first at Pentecost, and then through Confirmation ever 
since instituting the Eucharist empowering the Apos-
tles to forgive sin sending them to anoint the sick  
empowering the Apostles to serve as the ordained 
priesthood empowering married couples to live the 
Sacrament of Marriage with the power of his Resur-
rection. Jesus also prayed for all people, including 
those who followed him. 
 
The ministry of priests 
Priests act in the Person of the Risen Jesus whenever 
they celebrate sacraments.  They serve as his instru-
ments for it is he who, through the Holy Spirit, 
changes bread and wine into his Body and Blood, 
forgives sin or strengthens the sick. 
 
Unlike all other activities of priestly ministry, the 
sacraments always bring about their effects in be-
liever’s lives, regardless of the degree of conversion 
or the worthiness of priests.  As believers grow in ho-
liness, their personal relationships with Christ deep-
en, as does their growth in their experiences of 
Christ’s love. 
 

Jesus also built up his community by loving all equal-
ly, without favourites.  This is the celibate charism – 
to love all without favourites. Jesus forms parishes 
and other religious communities today through the 
Christian community building efforts of priests.  Like 
the Good Shepherd, priests seek to know and be 
known by their parishioners give their lives by work-
ing to serve the needs of those in their pastoral care 
seek out especially those who have drifted away from 
the community.   
 

Like Jesus, priests normally are called also to love all 
without favourites or celibate love.  As a result, 
priests do not marry.  Nor do they show favour to 
some more than others.  They are the pastors of 
young and old, well and sick, the able bodies and the 
disabled – and those born in Australia and those born 
overseas. 
 

Like his teaching charism, the strength of a priest’s 
charism to build Christian community depends upon 
his degree of conversion.  This is needed to serve as 
an instrument of the Risen Jesus. 
 

The only charism which does not depend upon his 
conversion is that which empowers him to celebrate 
the sacraments. 
 
Conclusion: Conversation with Christ of our 
priests 
Let us pause now to thank Jesus for calling our 
priests as shepherds through whom he seeks to love 
us, his flock.  And let us pray always for our priests. 
Let us spend a few moments praying for faith in the 
ordained ministry, so that we can be open always to 
Christ as he seeks to love and to help us through our 
priests.                                                       (Part 3 of 3) 


