
 
Welcome to the Holy Family Parish Catholic Community  

Albany, Western Australia 

FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER  —Year A   
                                   Sunday, 10 May 2020 

                                                                                      A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

Today’s Readings… 
 
First Reading:  Acts 6:1-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
May Your love be upon us, O Lord, 
as we place all our hope in you. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 2:4-9 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said:      
’I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. No one can come to the  
Father except through me.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  John 14:1-12 

JESUS AS THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE 
 

Are you saved?  Hopefully the answer to this is “Yes” in three 
ways: You were saved by grace through Baptism, you continue 
to be saved by God’s grace and mercy as you freely choose to 
follow Him, and you hope to be saved in your final hour so as 
to enter the glories of Heaven.  Anything we accomplish in life 
means nothing if we cannot answer “Yes” in this threefold 
way. 
 

It’s also important to be reminded of how we are saved.  How 
is it that we were, are and hope to receive the precious gift of 
salvation?  The answer is simple: Through the life, death and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ our one and only Way to the      
Father. There is no other way we obtain salvation than through 
Him.  
 

Sometimes we can fall into the trap of thinking that we achieve 
salvation by simply being “good.”  In other words, do your 
good works save you?  The proper answer is both “Yes” and 
“No.”  It is “Yes” only in the sense that our good works are a 
necessary part of union with Christ.  Without Him we can do 
nothing good.  But if we have accepted Christ into our life and, 
thus, if we are on the road to salvation, then good works will be 
necessarily present in our life.  But the answer is also “No” in 
the sense that Jesus and Jesus alone is the only Saviour. We 
cannot save ourselves no matter how hard we try to be good. 
 

This discussion is especially familiar among our evangelical 
Christian brothers and sisters.  But it’s a conversation we 
should be quite familiar with also.  At the heart of this conver-
sation is the Person of Jesus Christ.  He and He alone must be 
the central focus of our lives and we must see Him as the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.  He is the only Way to Heaven, He is 
the fullness of the Truth we must believe, and He is the Life 
that we are called to live and is the source of this new life of 
Grace. 
 

Reflect, today, upon the central and singular role of Jesus in 
your life.  Without Him you are nothing, but with Him you   
obtain the life of perfect fulfilment.  Choose Him in a very   
personal and concrete way this day as your Lord and           
Saviour.  Humbly admit that you are nothing without Him and 
let Him into your life so that He can offer you to His loving  
Father in Heaven. 
 
 

My Lord and my Saviour, I say “Yes” to You this day and accept 
You into my life as my Lord and Saviour.  I thank You for the gift 
of Baptism which began my life of grace and I renew my choice to 
follow You, this day, so that You may enter more fully into my 
life.  As You enter into my life, please offer me to the Father in 
Heaven.  May all my actions be directed by You so that I may be 
an eternal offering with You, dear Jesus.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
Source: https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2017/05/13/the-only-way-to-salvation/ 
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Our Parish Prayer   
Intention this week  

 

We pray for our sisters and 
brothers around the world who 

have been affected because of the Corona 
Virus—those who are sick, for their healing; 
those who are in isolation and those 
FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, 
peacemakers, first responders, volunteers 
and non-health workers) for their protection 
from harm; and civil leaders, that they 
would listen to the voice of the Spirit in eve-
ry decision that they will do. 
 
RECENT DEATH: Elizabeth Ficko, Kay 
Fedigan, Atty. Reyes Geromo, Neville 
Laudehr, Peter Nguyen Kinh, Jadwiga Rys 
and Dolores Navio 
 
We pray for the special intentions... 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, 
June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell, 
Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio 
Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, 
Mary McGlynn, Maurice Byrne, Halina 
VanMoorsel, Julian Letter, Bonita Ste-
venson, GaryMaxine Fryatt, Lucy Sher-
idan, John Dawson, Emmet & Betty 
Donovan, Vicky Southworth, Lorelie 
Donkin, Vita Grappio,  
 

 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be 
included on the prayer list , please message 
or ring us. 
 

ROSARY STATUES 
      Pilgrim Statue                Filipino Statue 
Pierina Della-Benedetti      Cirila Adams 

MONTH OF MAY  
IS THE MONTH 
OF MARY 
 

The month of May is the 
"month which the piety of 
the faithful has especially 
dedicated to Our Blessed 
Lady," and it is the occasion 
for a "moving tribute of 
faith and love which    
Catholics in every part of 
the world [pay] to the 
Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, 
both in church and in the privacy of the home, offer 
up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent 
and loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this 
month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come down 
to us from her throne in greater abundance" (Paul 
VI: Encyclical on the Month of May, no. 1). 
 

This Christian custom of dedicating the month of 
May to the Blessed Virgin arose at the end of the 
13th century. In this way, the Church was able to 
Christianize the secular feasts which were wont to 
take place at that time. In the 16th century, books 
appeared and fostered this devotion. 
 

The practice became especially popular among the 
members of the Jesuit Order — by 1700 it took hold 
among their students at the Roman College and a bit 
later it was publicly practiced in the Gesu Church in 
Rome. From there it spread to the whole Church. 
 

The practice was granted a partial indulgence by  
Pius VII in 1815 and a plenary indulgence by Pius 
IX in 1859. With the complete revision of             
indulgences in 1966 and the decreased emphasis on 
specific indulgences, it no longer carries an          
indulgence; however it certainly falls within the  
category of the First General Grant of Indulgences. 
(A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful who, 
in the performance of their duties and in bearing the 
trials of life, raise their mind with humble confi-
dence to God, adding — even if only mentally — 
some pious invocation. 
 
Excerpted from Enchiridion of Indulgences. 

Feast Day:  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

Join us on Wednesday, 13 May 2020 to celebrate 
this feast of Our Lady. We will pray the Rosary at 

8:30am and followed by the Mass at 9:00am. 

For all the 
mums out there, 
biologically and 
spiritually, this 
day is for you. 
We remember 
you all today for all the sacrifices and 
love that you have shared upon us. For 
everything, we would like to say 
‘THANK YOU’!! 



AROUND OUR PARISH 

This may be a very peculiar way of  cele-
brating the Eucharist, but please join us 
celebrate spiritually at home. We may be 

physically isolated, but not separated.  
We are united as the Body of Christ.  

We are the Church!! 

PARISH  
COLLECTIONS 
We have received a num-
ber of enquiries about  
how parishioners can 
continue to support our  
parish during this time 
when public Masses  
have been cancelled. We 
suggest a couple of use-
ful option, particularly 
those that have  
committed to planned 
giving. 
 
 

OPTION 1:  
ONLINE  BANK 
TRANSFER 
 

Account Name:  

Albany Catholic 
Parish 

BSB:   086-006    
A/C:  84-698-5771 

If possible, could you 
please add a narration       
such as “NAME for 
Planned Giving” so we 
can identify the money 
when it comes into the 
account. 

 
OPTION2: CDF Pay 
To be assisted with this 
option, please check out 
our website at: 

www.albanycatholic
parish.org.au. 
 
 
 

Please contact us if you 
have any questions, or if 
you wish to discuss fur-
ther. Thank you for your 
support & co-operation 
during this time.  God 
Bless!                                 
-  Fr Chris, OSJ 

An Act of Consecration to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
Holy Mary, Mother of God and Virgin, 

I choose thee this day for my queen, 
patron, and advocate, and firmly      

resolve and purpose never to abandon 
thee, never to say or do anything 

against thee, nor to permit that aught 
be done by others to dishonour thee. 
Receive me, then, I conjure thee, as 

thy perpetual servant; assist me in all 
my actions, and do not abandon me at 

the hour of my death. Amen.  
 

— St. John Berchmans 



AROUND THE DIOCESE               
AND BEYOND  

 

Reflections for a Time of Pandemic  
“Do We Let Christ Love Us?” 

Bishop Gerard Holohan 
 
The role of a priest 
Over recent years, we have all learned of a small 
percentage of priests who betrayed their calling 
from the Lord by abusing the young.  It is im-
portant, therefore, for us to remember  also what 
exactly is the calling of a priest, lest this be lost in 
our disgust. 
 
In essence, a priest is called by 
the Risen Jesus to serve as his  
instrument as he, the Shepherd, 
loves and cares for all of us – 
members of his flock – through 
the ministry of the priest.   
 
To understand how a priest is 
called to live this service, we 
need to recall how Jesus served 
his followers in the gospels. 
 
Jesus cares especially for those 
who share in his mission 
The first thing we need to remember when thinking 
of our priests is that Jesus commissioned his fol-
lowers to proclaim his Gospel to the world   
 
Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations, baptise 

them … and teach them to observe everything I 
have commanded you. 

 
In the gospels we read of Jesus loving those he sent 
out on mission.  For example, when the apostles 
returned after being sent by Jesus to call people to 
conversion, he told them  
 
Come away yourselves on your own to some lonely 

place to rest for a while. 
 
This reminds us that we as baptised believers share 
in Jesus’ mission to teach others about him and his 
Gospel by our own words and behaviour.  It re-
minds us too that Jesus knows how challenging this 
can be and seeks to love us by his care.   
 
The second thing that we need to remember is that 
Jesus instituted the ordained priesthood during the 
Last Supper when he instituted the Eucharist.  He 
empowers his Apostles to repeat this action when 
he told them   
 

… do this in remembrance of me …. 
 
Jesus empowered them after first washing the feet 
of Peter and the Apostles – an expression of selfless 
love, but also the gesture which recalled Moses 
washing the feet of Aaron and his sons as part of 
their consecration as priests of the Old Testament.   
In this way, Jesus created a priestly context. 
 
Today, through the Holy Spirit, Jesus ordains or 
empowers priests to celebrate the Eucharist and 

other sacraments.  He does this through the Sacra-
ment of Holy Orders. 
 
The ordained priesthood is a calling, therefore, to 
minister in the Person of the Risen Jesus, the Head 
of the Church.  For example, while it is the priest 
who says the words of Institution over bread and 
wine – ‘This is my body’, ‘This is my blood’ – it is 
Jesus himself with the Holy Spirit, who actually 
changes the bread and wine into his Body and 
Blood. 

 
The ordained ministry is a calling, 
therefore, to strive to love and 
serve selflessly, like a slave who 
washes others’ feet.  A slave has no 
rights; cannot argue back; cannot 
make demands on the master. 
 
This is a difficult ideal, for no one 
– including priests – is free of hu-
man frailties and weaknesses.  But 
the ordained ministry is the calling 
to strive daily to live this ideal. 
 
Third, Jesus said that he came, not 
for the self satisfied who think 

themselves good enough without God’s help, but 
sinners.   For this reason, it is their personal strug-
gles to love through slave – like service in the face 
of their weaknesses which helps priests to under-
stand the challenges of those in their pastoral care 
to live the Gospel.  For, as the Letter to the He-
brews tells us  
 

… he too is subject to weaknesses 
 
The spiritual gifts or charisms of the ordained 
No priest has the personality or all the gifts needed 
to fulfil his ministry.  Some can be shy; others can 
lack confidence in speaking; some may feel inade-
quate for some reason or other, while others again 
may feel uncomfortable when some priestly re-
sponsibility.  No one likes challenges which take 
them outside their ‘comfort zone’. 
 
Some may be gifted as administrators, but find re-
lating with people hard.  As St Paul once explained  
 

God chose the foolish of the world to shame the 
wise: God chose the weak … to shame the strong. 

 
In other words, Christ calls a variety of personali-
ties so that it is clear that the good priests do is 
through his power, not theirs.  Their variety also 
means that people in their lives are likely to find at 
least one priest with whom they can relate easily in 
their life-time. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, priests, like 
bishops and deacons, receive spiritual gifts or char-
isms needed for their ministry.  It is through these 
that the Risen Jesus reaches those priests serve. 
 
  (Part 2 of 3) 


