
Welcome to the Holy Family Parish Catholic Community  
Albany, Western Australia 

 PALM SUNDAY of the PASSION  
of the LORD —Year A  

                                   Sunday 5 April 2020 

                                                                                      A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

‘The Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Matthew’… 
 

To be innocent and then betrayed by one     
of your closest confidents, whom you      
have chosen and love so deeply, has to be 
one of the cruellest of emotional sufferings.            
To then be found guilty on top of that            
devastating. Many people have had              
experiences of long-term friendships               
that have ended because of deep ruptures    
in  trust and understanding. And these         
experiences wound the soul and evoke         
painful grief. How does one deal with          
being nailed to a crucifix because of such      
a rupture? Jesus you have suffered all;             
you understand every suffering we have          
experienced because you experienced it first. 
I pray we can stay with you, can learn from 
you and be changed by you, so we can         
endure but also transform our own situations 
into places of forgiveness and healing. 
 

Pray.com.au (Reflections)  

Diocesan Directives Related to the Corona 
Virus Risk As of 29 March 2020 in adaptation to 
Albany Parish. 
 

ALL PUBLIC MASSES HAVE BEEN 
SUSPENDED 
  
 

Dear friends, 
 

After a prayerful consultation and discernment, it's 
heart breaking to decide that we have to cancel all of 
our Masses both the Daily and Weekends Masses, 
which also include other spiritual services, as well 
as shutting down both of our Churches and Parish 
Office until further notice. 
 

Even though we do not have Mass publicly, priests 
will still celebrate the Mass privately to continuous-
ly pray for the people and for the immediate healing 
of the whole world against the Corona Virus. You 
might not be there physically, but you will always be 
present in every celebration spiritually. At home, 
you can pray the rosary, do act of charity, read and 
reflect on the bible and even join Masses online. 
There are so many things that we  can do, especially 
in this time of crisis. God definitely will understand. 
 
 

For any emergency, i.e., imposition of the Last Rite, 
any social help, or just need to talk to someone due 
to anxiety and stress because of the current situation 
where we are at, please do not hesitate to ring us 
through the Parish Office on 08 98411129.         
However, we will refrain from visitation and in 
bringing Communion, particularly to the elderly. 
 

You can join us for ONLINE MASSES everyday 
and access it through Facebook or YouTube Ac-
count. Please look for “ALBANY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH”. You can also check our website:  
www.albanycatholicparish.org.au.            
 

We continue to pray to God through the intercession 
of St Joseph to protect us and keep us from harm. 
Keep safe everyone. Thank you for your kind under-
standing. 
 
 

Fr Christian Saminal OSJ  
Parish Priest 
  

Today’s Readings … 
PALM SUNDAY of the 
PASSION  of the LORD, 
Year A—5 April 2020 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 

My God, my God why have      
you abandoned me? 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of endless glory!  
Christ became obedient for us even 
to death, dying on the cross.   
Therefore God raised Him on high 
and gave Him a name above all  
other names.  Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
 

Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66 



AROUND OUR PARISH   
 
 

 

 
 

 
       
  
 

   
   

Our Parish Prayer  
Intention this week …  

 

For our sisters and brothers 
around the world, we pray ...       

Let us pray together for doctors, hospital staff 
and volunteers who are giving their own lives 
to save others. And for civil leaders, for those 
who have to make decisions at this time. All 
these people are the pillars  defending us in 
this crisis... The God of tenderness will heal 
us of  all life's wounds and of all the bad 
things we have done. Returning to God 
means returning to an embrace, the  
embrace of the Creator.  
 

We pray for those who have asked 
for our prayers especially … 

Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw,        
June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell,  
Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio 
Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, 
Mary McGlynn, Maurice Byrne, Halina 
VanMoorsel, Julian Letter, Bonita           
Stevenson, Gary & Maxine Fryatt,           
Lucy Sheridan, John Dawson, Jadwiga 
Rys, Emmet &  Betty Donovan,  
Vicky Southworth, Lorelie Donkin. 
 

If you have a loved one who wishes to             
be included on the prayer list please            
complete and sign a Prayer List Request   
form available from the back of the             
church or the parish office. 
 

Rosary Statues  

Pilgrim Statue 
Julian and Anne Letter.  
 

Filipino Statue 
Cirila Adams  

Holy Family Parish Directory 

Parish Priest: Fr Christian Vincent Saminal OSJ 
Assistant Priests:  
Fr Joeffrey Arceta, OSJ, Fr Elino Comanda, OSJ   

Deacons: Manuel Navalta & Ron Webb 

Parish Office Assistant:  Mrs Catena 
Skalko 
Parish Office:  154 Aberdeen St, Albany 6330 

Telephone: 9841 1129   
Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 
Website:  albanycatholicparish.org.au  
Facebook Page: Albany Catholic Church    

Parish Office Hours: Temporary closed 

Safeguarding Officer: Steph Gorman   

https://albanycatholicparish.org/


AROUND OUR PARISH 
PARISH COLLECTIONS 
We have received a number of enquiries about  
how parishioners can continue to support our  
parish during this time when public Masses  
have been cancelled. We suggest a couple of 
useful option, particularly those that have  
committed to planned giving. 
 

OPTION 1:  
ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
 

Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish 

     BSB:   086-006   A/C:  84-698-5771 
If possible, could you please add a narration       
such as “NAME for Planned Giving” so we 
can identify the money when it comes into the 
account. 

OPTION 2: DIRECT DEBIT 
To assist with this option, check out our website 
for Direct Debit Template Form to be com-
pleted, signed and email to:  

              albacath@iinet.net.au 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions, or 
if you wish to discuss further. Thank you for 
your support & co-operation during this time.  
God Bless!                                 -  Fr Chris, OSJ 
 

“Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver... You will be made rich in 
every way so that you can be generous on every occa-

sion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.”  - 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

This may be a very peculiar way of celebrating this season, but please join us 
celebrate HOLY WEEK and EASTER at home. We may be physically isolated, 

but not separated. We are united as the Body of Christ. We are the Church!! 



AROUND THE DIOCESE               
AND BEYOND  

 

URBI ET ORBI BLESSINGS 
Homily of Pope Francis I 
Extraordinary moment of prayer 
During the crises because of the Corona Virus 
(Part 2 of 2) 
 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord,     
you are calling to us, calling us to faith. Which is not 
so much believing that you exist, but coming to you 
and trusting in you. This Lent your call reverberates 
urgently: “Be converted!”, “Return to me with all 
your heart” (Joel 2:12). You are calling on us to seize 
this time of trial as a time of choosing. It is not the 
time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time 
to choose what matters and what passes away, a time 
to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a 
time to get our lives back on track with regard to you, 
Lord, and to others. We can look to so many exem-
plary companions for the journey, who, even though 
fearful, have reacted by giving their lives. This is the 
force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in coura-
geous and generous self-denial. It is the life in the 
Spirit that can redeem, value and demonstrate how 
our lives are woven together and sustained by ordi-
nary people often forgotten people who do not appear 
in newspaper and magazine headlines nor on the 
grand catwalks of the latest show, but who without 
any doubt are in these very days writing the decisive 
events of our time: doctors, nurses, supermarket em-
ployees, cleaners, caregivers, providers of transport, 
law and order forces, volunteers, priests, religious 
men and women and so very many others who have 
understood that no one reaches salvation by them-
selves. In the face of so much suffering, where the 
authentic development of our peoples is assessed,    
we experience the priestly prayer of Jesus: “That they 
may all be one” (Jn 17:21). How many people every 
day are exercising patience and offering hope, taking 
care to sow not panic but a shared responsibility. How 
many fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers are 
showing our children, in small everyday gestures, 
how to face up to and navigate a crisis by adjusting 
their routines, lifting their gaze and fostering prayer. 
How many are praying, offering and interceding for 
the good of all. Prayer and quiet service: these are  
our victorious weapons. 
 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Faith    
begins when we realise we are in need of salvation. 
We are not self-sufficient; by ourselves we flounder: 
we need the Lord, like ancient navigators needed the 

stars. Let us invite Jesus into the boats of our lives. 
Let us hand over our fears to him so that he can       
conquer them. Like the disciples, we will experience 
that with him on board there will be no shipwreck. 
Because this is God’s strength: turning to the good 
everything that happens to us, even the bad things.    
He brings serenity into our storms, because with    
God life never dies. 
 

The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest,  
invites us to reawaken and put into practice that          
solidarity and hope capable of giving strength,        
support and meaning to these hours when everything 
seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to 
reawaken  and revive our Easter faith. We have an 
anchor: by his cross we have been saved. We have a 
rudder: by his cross we have been redeemed. We have 
a hope: by his cross we have been healed and em-
braced so that nothing and no one can separate us 
from his redeeming love. In the midst of isolation 
when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and 
chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so 
many things, let us once again listen to the proclama-
tion that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side.  
The Lord asks us from his cross to rediscover the life 
that awaits us, to look towards those who look to us, 
to strengthen, recognize and foster the grace that lives 
within us. Let us not quench the wavering flame       
(cf. Is 42:3) that never falters, and let us allow hope    
to be rekindled. 
 

Embracing his cross means finding the courage to 
embrace all the hardships of the present time, aban-
doning for a moment our eagerness for power and 
possessions in order to make room for the creativity 
that only the Spirit is capable of inspiring. It means 
finding the courage to create spaces where everyone 
can recognize that they are called, and to allow new 
forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity. By his 
cross we have been saved in order to embrace hope 
and let it strengthen and sustain all measures and all 
possible avenues for helping us protect ourselves and 
others. Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: 
that is the strength of faith, which frees us from fear 
and gives us hope. 
 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”?  Dear 
brothers and sisters, from this place that tells of             
Peter’s rock-solid faith, I would like this evening to 
entrust all of you to the Lord, through the intercession 
of Mary, Health of the People and Star of the stormy 
Sea. From this colonnade that embraces Rome and 
the whole world, may God’s blessing come down       
upon you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may you 
bless the world, give health to our bodies and comfort 
our hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith 
is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not 
leave us at the mercy of the storm. Tell us again:             
“Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with 
Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care 
about us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7). 


