
 
Welcome to the Holy Family Parish Catholic Community  

Albany, Western Australia 

SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER  —Year A   
Is DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

                                   Sunday 19 April 2020 

                                                                                      A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

Eight days later, Jesus came 
again and stood among them… 
 

Today’s readings speak of the early church, 
where the people were reeling from Christ’s 
death. They were doubting, yet they broke 
bread together and shared things in common. 

The film The Mission documents the Jesuit 
Missions to the Guarani people of Paraguay, 
Argentina and Bolivia in the mid-18th centu-
ry. There is a scene where a young Jesuit 
brother is showing around the cardinal who 
has been sent to investigate this work, and 
the cardinal remarks with surprise how the 
Jesuits and the Guarani people share so  
beautifully and communally. He implies that 
they are socialists. The young Jesuit points 
out to the cardinal that this ‘was the practice 
of the early Christians’. He does this quizzi-
cally, aghast that this man of the Church has          
become so disconnected from the Gospel   
message that he finds their explicit work of 
evangelisation unrecognisable. Today, may 
we remind ourselves today of the early 
Christians, and remember the important work 
of evangelisation that pertains to all of us. 
 

Today’s Readings … 
 

SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER 
Year A—19 April 2020 
 

First Reading:  Acts 2:42-47 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Give thanks to the Lord for He              
is good, His love is everlasting. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, 
Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy those who have not seen me, 
but still believe!  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  John 20:19-31 

History of the      
Message and          
Devotion to       
Divine Mercy 
 

The Message of the       
Divine Mercy that Sr. 
Faustina received from the 
Lord was not only directed      
toward her personal 
growth in faith but also 
toward the good of the 
people. With the command 
of our Lord to paint an  
image according to the pattern that Sr. Faustina had 
seen, came also a request to have this image vener-
ated, first in the Sisters' chapel, and then throughout 
the world. The same is true with the revelations of 
the Chaplet. The Lord requested that this Chaplet 
be said not  only by Sr. Faustina, but by others: 
"Encourage souls to say the Chaplet that I have 
given you." 
 

The same is true of the revelation of the Feast of 
Mercy. "The Feast of Mercy emerged from my very 
depths of tenderness. It is my desire that it solemnly 
be celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Man-
kind will not have peace until it turns to the fount 
of My Mercy." 
 

These requests of the Lord given to Sr. Faustina  
between 1931 and 1938 can be considered the be-
ginning of the Divine Mercy Message and Devo-
tion in the new forms. 
 

Through the efforts of Sr. Faustina’s spiritual      
directors, Fr. Michael Sopocko, and Fr. Joseph   
Andrasz, SJ, and others — including the Marians of 
the Immaculate Conception — this message began 
to spread throughout the world. 
 

However, it is important to remember that this  
message of The Divine Mercy, revealed to St. 
Faustina and to our present generation is not new. It 
is a powerful reminder of who God is and has been 
from the very beginning. This truth that God is in 
His very nature Love and Mercy Itself, is given to 
us by our Judeo-Christian (continue on the next page) 



AROUND OUR PARISH   

Our Parish Prayer  Intention this week  

 

We pray for our sisters and brothers around the 
world who have been affected because of the 
Corona Virus—those who are sick, for their 
healing; those who are in isolation and those 

FRONTLINERS (healthcare workers, peacemakers, first re-
sponders, volunteers and non-health workers) for their pro-
tection from harm; and civil leaders, that they would listen to 
the voice of the Spirit in every decision that they will do. 
 
RECENT DEATH: Elizabeth Ficko, Kay Fedigan  
                                and Neville Laudehr 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY— Carlo Manera and  
                                                Harry Capararo 
 

We pray for the special intentions... 
Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw, June Higgins, 
Robert Main, Jane Bell, Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, 
Virgilio Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, Mary 
McGlynn, Maurice Byrne, Halina VanMoorsel, Julian 
Letter, Bonita Stevenson, Gary & Maxine Fryatt,           
Lucy Sheridan, John Dawson, Jadwiga Rys, Emmet &  

Betty Donovan, Vicky Southworth, Lorelie Donkin.  
 

 

If you have a loved one who wishes to be included on the 
prayer list , please message or ring us. 

(Divine Mercy…from front page) and God’s self-
revelation. The veil that has hidden the mystery 
of God from eternity was lifted by God Himself. 
In His goodness and love God chose to reveal 
Himself to us, His creatures, and to make 
known His eternal plan of salvation. This He 
had done partly through the Old Testa-
ment Patriarchs, Moses and the  Proph-
ets, and fully through His only Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In the person of Jesus 
Christ, conceived through power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, 
the unseen God was made visible. 
 

Jesus reveals God as  
Merciful Father 
The Old Testament speaks frequently and with 
great tenderness about God’s mercy. Yet, it was 
Jesus, who through His words and actions,     
revealed to us in an extraordinary way, God as a 
loving Father, rich in mercy and abounding in 
great kindness and love. In Jesus’ merciful love 
and care for the poor, the oppressed, the sick 
and the sinful, and especially in His freely 
choosing to take upon Himself the punishment 
for our sins (a truly horrible suffering and death 
on the Cross), so that all may be freed from    

destructive consequences and death, He mani-
fested in a superabundant and radical way the 
greatness of God’s love and mercy for humani-
ty. In His person as God-Man, one in being with 
the Father, Jesus both reveals and is God’s Love 
and Mercy Itself. 

 

The message of God’s Love and 
Mercy is especially made known 
by the Gospels. 
The good news revealed through Jesus 
Christ is that God’s love for each person 
knows no bounds, and no sin or infidelity, 
no matter how horrible, will separate us 
from God and His love when we turn to 

Him in confidence, and seek his mercy. God’s 
will is our salvation. He has done all on our   
behalf, but since He made us free, He invites us 
to choose Him and partake of His divine life. 
We become partakers of His divine life when we  
believe in His revealed truth and trust Him, 
when we love Him and remain true to His word, 
when we honour Him and seek His Kingdom, 
when we receive Him in Communion and turn 
away from sin; when we are mutually caring 
and forgiving. 



AROUND OUR PARISH 

This may be a very peculiar way of  
celebrating the Eucharist, but please 
join us celebrate spiritually at home. 
We may be physically isolated, but not 
separated. We are united as the Body of 
Christ. We are the Church!! 

ANZAC DAY 2020 

Please take note that on Anzac 
Day Mass Celebration will 
be on Saturday, 25 April 2020 
at 9:00AM. Join us through 
live stream. Please stay tune! 

PARISH COLLECTIONS 
We have received a number of enquiries about  
how parishioners can continue to support our  
parish during this time when public Masses  
have been cancelled. We suggest a couple of 
useful option, particularly those that have  
committed to planned giving. 
 

OPTION 1:  
ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
 

Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish 

     BSB:   086-006   A/C:  84-698-5771 
If possible, could you please add a narration       
such as “NAME for Planned Giving” so we 
can identify the money when it comes into the 
account. 

OPTION 2: CDF Pay 
To be assisted with this option, please check out 
our website at: 

www.albanycatholicparish.org.au. 
 
 

Please contact us if you have any questions, or 
if you wish to discuss further. Thank you for 
your support & co-operation during this time.  
God Bless!                                 -  Fr Chris, OSJ 
 
 

“Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver... You will be made rich in 
every way so that you can be generous on every occa-

sion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.”  - 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 



AROUND THE DIOCESE               
AND BEYOND  

 

MAKING SENSE OF DIFFICULT TIMES 
Homilies for a Time of Pandemic  

By Bishop Gerard Holohan 
 

 
The forgiveness of sins through Christian      
Baptism 
After Pentecost, Christian Baptism too involved 
immersion in water, reminding us that, when we 
were baptised, all sin including original sin was 
forgiven.  Adult Baptism was the norm, and infants 
of the baptised also received Baptism.  
In the first reading of this Mass, St Paul wrote 
about us  being baptised ‘in Christ’s death’.   
As we recalled on  Good Friday, the death of 
Christ was for our redemption   or freedom from 
sin. So to be baptised into the death of Christ 
means, as St Paul expressed it, that we are freed of 
‘the slavery of sin’.  This freedom grows within us 
as we seek the redemptive power of the Risen  
Jesus in our daily lives.  As we recalled on Good 
Friday, we can     experience this power as healing; 
growing inner freedom; sight where there are 
blindness in our lives; freedom from Satan’s  
power; inner renewal; and as forgiveness of sins.  
 

Jesus shares his divine life through Christian 
Baptism 
After his immersion by John the Baptist, some-
thing  unique happened as Jesus ‘came up from the 
water’ and was praying. 
 

“heaven opened and the Holy Spirit     
descended on him in a physical form, 
like a dove.  And a voice came from 

heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; 
in you I am well pleased.” 

 

Jesus was revealed as the divine Son of God.  As 
the  Apostles recognised who he is after his resur-
rection, they remembered that Jesus taught his 
mission to be  
 

“that they may have life, life to the full.” 
 

This is what St Paul is referring to when he wrote 
that 
 

“Christ was raised (that)  
we too might live a new life.” 

 
He concluded that we need to be seeking the      
redeeming power of the Risen Jesus, and nurturing 
within us his divine life, which he shares through 
Baptism. 

“you too must consider yourselves dead to sin 
but alive for God Christ Jesus.” 

 
Jesus as Saviour  
In sharing with us his divine life, Jesus healed the 
human relationship with God, which was            
destroyed by the Fall    of our first parents.  We 
recognise Jesus, therefore, as   Saviour as well as 
Redeemer (the word ‘Saviour’  deriving from the 
Latin word for ‘healing’).  
   
Jesus continues to heal our relationship with God 
as he empowers us to love and to live as he 
showed in the gospels.  It is his saving power 
which empowers us as we seek his help,             
for example:  
  to welcome those others consider 

‘worthless’ (in the Roman empire, a child had 
no commercial  value unlike slaves) 

  to give good example to others  
 to remain faithful to marriage vows until death 
 to dedicate our lives to God before all else 
 to leave anyone or anything preventing us from             

following Jesus  
 to lead by service, not power. 
 
Experiencing the Risen Jesus as Redeemer and 
Saviour 
We open ourselves to experiences of the Risen   
Jesus as  Redeemer by seeking his power to free us 
from experiences of sin before and after the law: 
we open ourselves to experiences of the Risen    
Jesus as Saviour by nurturing the divine life he 
shares with us, particularly by receiving him in the 
Eucharist, and seeking his power when we struggle 
to live as be taught. Redemption and salvation, 
therefore, are like two sides of the same coin.  We 
reflect on each separately to deepen in appreciation 
for the ways the Risen Jesus seeks to help us in our 

daily lives.   (Part 2 of 3) 
 

 


