
 
Welcome to the Holy Family Parish Catholic Community  

Albany, Western Australia 

 EASTER SUNDAY  —Year A  
                                   Sunday 12 April 2020 

                                                                                      A very warm welcome to everyone in our parish this weekend. 

Diocesan Directives Related to the Corona 
Virus Risk As of 29 March 2020 in adaptation to 
Albany Parish. 
 

ALL PUBLIC MASSES HAVE BEEN 
SUSPENDED 
  
 

Dear friends, 
 

After a prayerful consultation and discernment, it's 
heart breaking to decide that we have to cancel all of 
our Masses both the Daily and Weekends Masses, 
which also include other spiritual services, as well 
as shutting down both of our Churches and Parish 
Office until further notice. 
 

Even though we do not have Mass publicly, priests 
will still celebrate the Mass privately to continuous-
ly pray for the people and for the immediate healing 
of the whole world against the Corona Virus. You 
might not be there physically, but you will always be 
present in every celebration spiritually. At home, 
you can pray the rosary, do act of charity, read and 
reflect on the bible and even join Masses online. 
There are so many things that we  can do, especially 
in this time of crisis. God definitely will understand. 
 
 

For any emergency, i.e., imposition of the Last Rite, 
any social help, or just need to talk to someone due 
to anxiety and stress because of the current situation 
where we are at, please do not hesitate to ring us 
through the Parish Office on 08 98411129.         
However, we will refrain from visitation and in 
bringing Communion, particularly to the elderly. 
 

You can join us for ONLINE MASSES everyday 
and access it through Facebook or YouTube Ac-
count. Please look for “ALBANY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH”. You can also check our website:  
www.albanycatholicparish.org.au.            
 

We continue to pray to God through the intercession 
of St Joseph to protect us and keep us from harm. 
Keep safe everyone. Thank you for your kind under-
standing. 
 
 

Fr Christian Saminal OSJ  
Parish Priest 
  

‘He must rise from 
the dead… 
 

How do we see the    
empty tomb? Jesus is      
not there, where we      
expected Him to be;  we 
still keep a certain idea   
of Him, contained, dead. 
Stuck in the angst of  abandonment, and  
disappointment that follows His death, we, 
like Mary Magdalene in John’s resurrection 
account, think that something more cruel  
and twisted must have happened, His body 
has been stolen. This is the way of the world 
we know. The resurrection is beyond the 
bounds of  our conception, and outside of 
the world we know. We stay in the tomb 
watching the shadows on the wall created  
by the bright light outside. All we need to  
do is turn around, and step out of the place 
of darkness where we thought Christ would 
be. Step out into the light of the  resurrection 
and realise our salvation. 
 

Pray.com.au (Reflections)  

Today’s Readings … 
 

EASTER SUNDAY of the  
RESURRECTION of the LORD  
Year A—12 April 2020 
 

First Reading:  Acts 10:34,37-43 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad.  
 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia!  Christ has  
become our paschal sacrifice; 
Let us feast with joy in the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: John 20:1-9 



AROUND OUR PARISH   
 
 

 

 
 

 
       
  
 

   
   

Our Parish Prayer  
Intention this week …  

 

For our sisters and brothers 
around the world, we pray ...       

Let us pray together for doctors, hospital staff 
and volunteers who are giving their own lives 
to save others. And for civil leaders, for those 
who have to make decisions at this time. All 
these people are the pillars  defending us in 
this crisis... The God of tenderness will heal 
us of  all life's wounds and of all the bad 
things we have done. Returning to God 
means returning to an embrace, the  
embrace of the Creator.  
 

We pray for those who have asked 
for our prayers especially … 

Norma Doyle, Margaret Muller, Jane Shaw,        
June Higgins, Robert Main, Jane Bell,  
Bill Parker, Sarah Stevenson, Virgilio 
Pesigan, Todd Bennett, Carrie Bertola, 
Mary McGlynn, Maurice Byrne, Halina 
VanMoorsel, Julian Letter, Bonita           
Stevenson, Gary & Maxine Fryatt,           
Lucy Sheridan, John Dawson, Jadwiga 
Rys, Emmet &  Betty Donovan,  
Vicky Southworth, Lorelie Donkin. 
 

If you have a loved one who wishes to             
be included on the prayer list please            
complete and sign a Prayer List Request   
form available from the back of the             
church or the parish office. 
 

Rosary Statues  

Pilgrim Statue 
Julian and Anne Letter.  
 

Filipino Statue 
Cirila Adams  

Holy Family Parish Directory 

Parish Priest: Fr Christian Vincent Saminal OSJ 
Assistant Priests:  
Fr Joeffrey Arceta, OSJ, Fr Elino Comanda, OSJ   

Deacons: Manuel Navalta & Ron Webb 

Parish Office Assistant:  Mrs Catena 
Skalko 
Parish Office:  154 Aberdeen St, Albany 6330 

Telephone: 9841 1129   
Email: albacath@iinet.net.au 
Website:  albanycatholicparish.org.au  
Facebook Page: Albany Catholic Church    

Parish Office Hours: Temporary closed 

Safeguarding Officer: Steph Gorman   

https://albanycatholicparish.org/


AROUND OUR PARISH 
PARISH COLLECTIONS 
We have received a number of enquiries about  
how parishioners can continue to support our  
parish during this time when public Masses  
have been cancelled. We suggest a couple of 
useful option, particularly those that have  
committed to planned giving. 
 

OPTION 1:  
ONLINE  BANK TRANSFER 
 

Account Name: Albany Catholic Parish 

     BSB:   086-006   A/C:  84-698-5771 
If possible, could you please add a narration       
such as “NAME for Planned Giving” so we 
can identify the money when it comes into the 
account. 

OPTION 2: CDF Pay 
To assist with this option, check out our website 

at  www.albanycatholicparish.org.au. 
 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions, or 
if you wish to discuss further. Thank you for 
your support & co-operation during this time.  
God Bless!                                 -  Fr Chris, OSJ 
 
 

“Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver... You will be made rich in 
every way so that you can be generous on every occa-

sion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.”  - 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

This may be a very peculiar way of celebrating this season, but please join us 
celebrate HOLY WEEK and EASTER at home. We may be physically isolated, 

but not separated. We are united as the Body of Christ. We are the Church!! 



AROUND THE DIOCESE               
AND BEYOND  

MAKING SENSE OF DIFFICULT TIMES 
Homilies for a Time of Pandemic  

By Bishop Gerard Holohan 
 
There are different understandings these days of 
what it means to be a Christian. Many, for exam-
ple, mistakenly think of Christianity as an ethic.  
They focus upon Jesus’ teachings about love,   
forgiveness, compassion and social justice. They 
can often accuse others of ‘not being Christian’ 
whenever they fail to behave in ways others think 
of as loving, compassionate and just.  
 
Today, too, there is a common tendency to give 
less emphasis to teachings of Jesus which people 
find difficult to live, such as those about marriage 
and sexual morality.  This selectivity shows a   
misunderstanding of the Gospel.  
 
One consequence is for people to think of Christi-
anity as being like other religions, which urge 
people to live good lives by human effort alone.  
They see Mass and other aspects of the Christian 
religious life as kind of nice extras, but not essen-
tial.  
 
Many say, for example: ‘You don’t need to go to 
church to be a good Christian’.  However, this is 
not the Christianity Jesus came to teach.   
 
A spiritually empowering faith 
He taught Christianity as a divinely empowering 
faith.  He never envisaged anyone striving to live 
his teachings without his power.   
 
To appreciate what this means, we need to turn 
to the resurrection of Jesus.  
 
The Risen Jesus 
Tonight we contemplate the Risen Jesus.  His fol-
lowers saw him and recognised that the One they 
had thought of as a great prophet in fact was di-
vine. 
 
Jesus had raised others from the dead.  But, 
eventually, they died again.  He, on the other 
hand, would never die again. 
 
The Risen Jesus revealed as divine and human 
The body of the Risen Jesus as ‘glorified’ – that is, 
it revealed him to be both divine and human.  For 
example, the Risen Jesus now could appear in a 
locked room. He was no longer limited by walls or 
other physical obstacles. 
 
 

Yet his body could also be touched by Thomas, 
the doubting Apostle, and Jesus ate food set 
aside for him.  Mary Magdelene, for example, 
thought him to be a gardener 

His risen body appeared different o that his fol-
lowers on some occasions did not immediately 
recognise him.   
 
The appearances of Jesus 
In the gospels, we read of Jesus appearing to 
Mary Magdelen, the first proclaimer of the Resur-
rection; the Apostles; the two disciples on their 
journey to Emmaus. 
 
St Paul gave earlier accounts than the gospels of 
appearances of the Risen Jesus. His personal ex-
perience was on the road to Damascus 
 
He also wrote about his contemporaries who had 
seen the Risen Jesus. This included 
 

… more than five hundred of the broth-
ers at the same time, most of whom 
are still with us.  

 
We share his divine life 
Tonight, as we think of the Risen Jesus, we cele-
brate that he shares with us through Baptism his 
divine life, the life which was revealed at his Res-
urrection,.  This is the life that, to the extent that 
it is nurtured within us, empowers us to think, 
speak and behave increasingly like the Jesus of 
the gospels.   
 
It empowers us to love and to live as he taught by 
his own actions and words.  
 
The Baptism of Jesus 
His resurrection was not the first time the divine 
life of Jesus was revealed.  The first time was at 
his baptism by John the Baptist in the River Jor-
dan.   
 
The baptism of John the Baptist was a baptism of 
repentance for past sins.  It reflected a desire for 
God’s forgiveness.  
 
Jesus sought to undergo this baptism to show his 
solidarity with all seeking to repent and turn to 
God.  John initially objected to baptising Jesus, 
for he was without sin.  He then went along with 
what Jesus wanted after Jesus explained that his 
baptism was part of God’s plan. 
                                                                  (Part 1 of 3) 


